Serious discussion and appeal on Transgender Definition, Rights, and Social
Protection During NCTP Meeting on 3" June 2026

Place: GPAO Ill, New Delhi

Date: 3 June 2026

Time: 2.30 PM-4.30 PM

Meeting detail — National Transgender Counsel Member Meeting
Community Members

e Raveen Bariha, NTCP member

e Vidya Rajput, NTCP member

e Shobha Thakur, NCTP member

e Abhina Aher, NCTP member

e Dr SanviJethwani, special invitee

e DrAparna Lalingkar, NCTP member from cis [straight] community

A meeting of the National Council for Transgender Persons (NCTP) was held on June3rd,
2026 in New Delhi under the Chairpersonship of Hon’ble Union Minister for Social
Justice and Empowerment, Dr. Virendra Kumar. Hon’ble Ministers of State Shri
Ramdas Athawale and Shri B.L. Verma were also present during the meeting.

A. Submission by the above-mentioned community members

Various nominated members of the Council & observatory member community
representatives, and concerned officials participated in the discussion and presented
important suggestions and concerns related to the transgender community. Dr. Sanvi
Jethwani, Vice Chairperson of the Maharashtra Transgender Welfare Board, attended
the meeting as a special invitee member. Special appeal extended by the members to
the Government of India mentioned below;

=  During the meeting, all members held detailed discussions on the recently
passed “Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Amendment Bill, 2026” and
raised serious objections regarding the narrow definition of “transgender person”
provided in the Bill. Members stated that transgender identity should not be
defined solely on the basis of physical characteristics. The Council emphasized
that a person’s gender identity must be recognized on the basis of mental, social,
and self-identification.

In this context, members referred to the landmark NALSA Judgment of the
Hon’ble Supreme Court of India, the Yogyakarta Principles, and internationally
recoghized human rights standards while presenting a broader and more
inclusive understanding of transgender identity. Detailed discussions were also
held on psychological and medical concepts such as Gender Dysphoria and
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Gender Incongruence. Members clarified that transgender identity should not be
restricted to the body alone, but that an individual’s experienced gender identity
must be acknowledged and respected.

The Council members informed the Hon’ble Minister that the present definition
proposed in the Amendment Bill has created deep concern and dissatisfaction
among transgender communities across the country. A major portion of the
meeting remained focused on issues related to identity and legal definition.

Council members demanded that transmen, transwomen, and other gender-
diverse persons should be explicitly included in the Amendment Bill so that all
sections of the community may receive equal rights and legal protection. It was
further suggested that a special expert committee be constituted to review the
definition and legal provisions related to transgender persons, including
community representatives, mental health experts, human rights experts, and
legal professionals.

They have also raised the point where they were requesting to give transgender
identity card as per the new act, meanwhile, on the basis of gender
incongruence so that it could include trans men and Trans woman rest all the
aspects will be covered if certain identity card is issued on the basis of gender
incongruence. The Government of India has issued more than 30,000
transgender cards; several grass route level organizations have contributed for
the same. This work has taken several years since 2019 working with state
District Magistrate authorities. Due to the new Amendment Act 2026 all these
identity cards which has been issue are under threat and the community is
scared and disoriented regarding the future of their ID cards issued by the
Government of India.

Concerns were also expressed regarding provisions related to Medical Boards for
issuing transgender card. Members stated that the process it should be made
more sensitive, inclusive, and community-oriented while ensuring the dignity
and rights of transgender persons.

All members raised the point inclusion of psychiatrist in the medical board until
this act is been placed or changed with the self-identification. Also, member
have requested to establish national transgender commission as equivalent to
other commission established by the government of India.

Apart from legal concerns, several important communities need related issues
related to the social and economic empowerment of transgender persons were
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also discussed. Members raised issues concerning housing schemes,
reservation in education and government employment, formation of a
Transgender Commission, skill development programmes, entrepreneurship and
self-employment schemes, pension schemes, shelter homes and old-age
homes for elderly transgender persons, better access to healthcare services,
social security, and financial inclusion.

The meeting also emphasized the need to promote research and academic
studies on transgender issues so that policies can be developed based on the
real conditions, lived experiences, and challenges faced by the community.

Council members further stressed the importance of conducting large-scale
sensitization programmes among government departments, police
administration, judiciary, healthcare institutions, media, educational
institutions, and other stakeholders. Serious concern was expressed regarding
increasing incidents of violence, discrimination, social exclusion, and
harassment faced by transgender persons, and members demanded stronger
grievance redressal and protection mechanisms.

The NTCP members further highlighted issues around under spending of the
budgets provision for the Transgender community highlighting low pace for the
transgender welfare initiatives in state and national level. Regarding the budgets
towards skill building the members highlighted that the skilling, educational and
scholarship budgets need revision from the community considering the socio
economical condition of grass route transgender community which will provide
ease for the community-based organisations to implement the transgender
skilling program effectively.

Constant change in the government officials implementing SMILE for
transgender person in the MOSJE over last year has held the program approvals
and implementation has slowed down the aspirational speed towards
transgender welfare in India.

The team members highlighted that there are absolutely no support and
protection available for the adolescent gender variant children especially
between the age group of 11 — 18 years those who have been rejected by their
parents or facing acute violence by their own guardians & parents due to the
stigma associated with transgender identities.

The team requested for the separate census that can help the government of
India to provide more details understanding that there is a big transgender
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umbrella with various identities and that will further contribute making the
transgender definition inclusion and supportive to all the transgender identities.
It will further provide boost for the transgender welfare and empowerment
schemes at the state and national level.

= Bhartiya Nyaya Samhita focused on Transgender Amendment Act 2019 for the
definition of the transgender identity clarification for providing justice for the
transgender community hence, it’s important that the transgender identity needs
to be more inclusive providing transgender identities who represent themselves
outside the realm of traditional socio-ethnic identities in India to be protected
and to receive dignified justice.

=  Transmen issues are important and we need to understand especially on health
and gender-based violence we need to provide support and inclusion for the
transmen identities on the discussion and policy table. Currently transmen
identities are facing huge embarrassment during the medical examination
process for the gender certification in healthcare settings.

= The council insisted for the nodal Transgender officer at the national level and
state level who can support and guide state and national governments on
sustainable manner for the transgender welfare & monitor the transgender
welfare and justice.

= Members requested for the special experts committed consist of community
experts, policy experts, health experts, researchers and government officials to
support Government of India for the preparation of the Transgender Rules &
Guidelines in case of Transgender Amendment Act 2026.

= During the meeting, updates were also shared regarding the progress of the
SMILE (Transgender) Scheme and other welfare initiatives being implemented by
the Ministry. The Council was informed that thousands of transgender persons
have benefited from skill development and capacity-building programmes
conducted through the National Institute of Social Defence (NISD), and that
employment and entrepreneurship-related programmes are also being
implemented for the community.

Intervention from Dr Aparna Lalingkar, NCTP member [cis person]

NCTP’s one of the expert members Dr Aparna Lalingkar agrees with all the points
mentioned by the community members and raised a flaw in the current definition that,
the newly legalised term “transgender” includes congenital variations in chromosomal
patterns and gonadal developments that include Turner syndrome (having only x
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chromosome), Swyer syndrome (having XY chromosomes) which is found among

females. Usually, females with Turner and Swyer syndrome are socially women having

several issues with uterus development, getting periods and fertility. This new definition

is pushing women with Turner and Swyer syndrome to be identified as transgenders

which is incorrect.

B. Assurance from the Ministry officials during closing remarks

Addressing the meeting, Hon’ble Union Minister Dr. Virendra Kumar assured the
Council members that their suggestions and concerns would be taken seriously
and duly considered. It was also observed during the meeting that the Hon’ble
Minister was personally noting down important points raised by members in his
diary, reflecting the Government’s willingness to listen carefully to the concerns
of the transgender community. During his key remarks he highlighted following
key points

Consideration of the Transgender Commission

Protection of transgender gender-based violence from law enforcement
Pension and shelter especially for the older transgender person
Consideration for the law revisions for justice and protection

Support for transgender employment

Consideration of the expert committee

o O O O O O

Mental health support for transgender person

Hon’ble Minister of State Shri Ramdas Athawale suggested that a
comprehensive survey should be conducted in the future to better understand
the actual social and economic conditions of the transgender community, so
that evidence-based policies and targeted welfare schemes can be effectively
formulated. He highlighted following points in his closing remarks;
Consideration of the Transgender Commission

Pension yojana support

Census for transgender person

Research initiatives

Jobs for young transgender person

Educational support

©c O O O O O

Legal support provision for the transgender person especially abandoned
or thrown out from the families

On this occasion, the entire proceedings of the meeting were coordinated and

conducted by the Additional Secretary.
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Thanks, and regards
National Transgender Counsel Members
June 3, 2026 | New Delhi

P giveisx URUG (NCTP) B 969 H giasiss TRHTT, &R 3R
AT & TR TR ==t ok ardfier (3 S R0%€)

TET 3 T 036 BI T3 et & S Wiy giasier uRkwg (NCTP) @1 Joe 3 faavur,
TR = SR rdiel &1 HqUi el 3rgaTe Uedd &

«  TT: GPAO IIl, 7T faeelt

. faAi®: 308

. THY: UG R:30 9ol Y YA ¥:30 Fol db

. 35% BT fIaRr: AP TSR URTE Y- 93 h
UGN & Hew (Ufaf=ie):

o A9 af¥ET, TR (NTCP) Uew
. faeregE, g vew
o  TUTSTHR, TR (NCTP) Had
o SAFYATRT 3R, TIRIEIUT e

3 9 R0 B 718 el H Heita qrTfore =arg 3R iftretivar vt of. i puR =t
STegerdl H P il e sfdkd URYE (NCTP) 1 Th 93 ST B1 718 | S 96 |
AT I HY ot e SrgTad 3R ot . wa. awf i Sufa 2

3. STI TG $ G| GIRT IRGd D1 TS |l 3R JId

v o fAfNe AT Gol, derme (observatory) WW%W 3R Tefda
ST = Tt o W feram SiR giaeiex TG ¥ 9[e Hed Ul gaia d foiand Udd &1 |
HERTY TGS SV SIS B SUTEE ST Wil wigdri - faRiy SHfd Ter & wu H
S5 § 4T forT | 'l gRT HRd TRDBR & THel B 178 [y srfid fe g &

. TNy fAga® 03¢ R URHTIT R 3MufRy: 93% & R, Gyt T A gra gl
H O "giolex e (BRI o1 TRET) TR f[adad®, 038" R fawga aai
o1 3R fadae A ) 718 giuciex aafaar o) e tof uRymer R iR smufyai 33T
Rl A gl fob IRISiex Ugd & bad AR fa=vdrs & snyR oR uRuiiyd
el foran ST =R | ufvue A 39 a1d R SR fan fas forsht safad ot dfftes ugem
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(gender identity) T AT, TTHITG 3R 3TH-USTT (self-identification) b YR
TR =T & S iR

. gAY T I A TiIeiex UgdM & SATUS R TS TR THE URdd

BT YR & A1 e -A1aTerd & ClgTRies ATersT (NALSA) fofa, aivaeret
Risidl (Yogyakarta Principles) 3R SiaRIFRI wR U A=A YT HHATYSHR
Irmas‘fmsw%ml WW (Gender Dysphoria) 3R < srwfa
(Gender Incongruence) S AT 3R e srgyrRumei iR ﬂ-ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬁl‘f
DTS | Fa! = Wy ford fos el Uga™ &l shad IRR e AT o T STl
IR, feeh fad Bt srgUdt A Uga &1 W forar ST =g |

. URYG & Y A AT U3 D1 Jiord fova o W=ne faeae o varfad aaam

ORYTHT A G 4R & ¢ iRIeiex THerl § et foidT 3R iy Ua & faarg | 96
BT TS ST ST UM SR BT URUNT I IS &I IR s 38T

o ¥t ugar P HTa R vz wfafa &t wiv: uRve & Sei A A Sl i

E’N‘I\Wﬁ (transmen), E;W—W%?IT@[ (transwomen) 3R 3 e -fafay safaaal ot
W U Y G ot | =it o S aifes Ier o 9t ol o I| e
SIIBR SR BT Ref e wh | g+t gama e man o ghaciex afdaat 9
TR TRHTST SR BT T &t e 3 e v faRiy famivg wftfa &
T3+ fohar o, for e ager & Ui, AR W faxivs, AFaieR faRivs
3R BT URISR e e

« UgAM Al (ID Cards) UR HERTAT HPhe: a&! - Uga UF SIR] H3- & He, Bl

I 3R R foran fob Au ifAfam & dgd dfftes SRITT (gender
incongruence) % YR TR TS8R UgdT U3 foU SITY, anfes 59 i oy SR e
Afga g1 =Nd 81 Tas | afe oifies SRIMTA & SR R Uga U= 9k} fpan S
2, A 1! T U MU= 3T QRI&M 81 ST | HRA WRBR 7 31§ b 30,000 F
31 Tigeier BTe SR fbu €, o &g o=t TRk & Tira1 A e Afree
(DM) SHTIHTREY o TTY FHAdR 303 T Hs IuI ddb HIH fhar g | 7T TMeH
FAFTH 036 & HRUT, IR fobt 0 A oft UG U7 Si@ W A § 3R THe™
YR TRBR GRT SR U TS ST BTS| b HiTS Bl A= ST g3 3R femmga
g PXET 3|

. OfESHa IS B UFhaT BT ATADHRL: TSI DTS SR B o (04 ‘BfSHd dle!

IS Tray WR i} i e &1 715 | el A Fgl foh giaoie” sfaddl o TRAT
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THEY-3 ST ST A1

. TAIRTSES! B yfaeT iR AT ST ST AR 91 9w 1 39 ad WER
fean o S a6 39 ST &) 3TH-USIH (self-identification) b SHIHR T TG
Te fear SiTan, a9 a& Afsea as H U HAiffercd (psychiatrist) T 3ifard =4
I AT fHa1 oY | 9 1Y &Y, a3 URd TRPR gRT U 39 3R &
WWWWW (National Transgender Commission) CARIILE]
B BT Ry b |

o ArIioTe- 3t T=ifaae o B! Ridrei & s, isiex Afaddl &

rAToTR 3R T TRfGIH0 & Jo! s Hed YUl YIS TaHIs TR
i Tl B 7S | Tl A ST TSI, 18 3R TRBRT AIh Al T SHREf,
TSI T 1 TS+, PRI (AT HRIHH, ST 3R W-ISHTR TSHT,
PRERISEI WW@W%W STHY ]G (shelter homes) G?RQ@T%I'H,
AR Yarsfl ad 9gaR Ugd, AT YR& 3R faxiTa THERM (financial
inclusion)@@’gﬂﬁﬁml

o STHYT 3R AeIOH qT=: 96 H giaoiex gl IR ST MR Qeifords

T DI IGIA1 ¢ B! I al R H aa fear 7, difes Hifaai ager &t
rafas RUfa, 3% Srval 3R Il & YR TR [AHRId &1 o 9 |

.  TTYP HASIHI0T (Sensitization) PTAHH: TR & JGW! - TRBRT [AHT, Fﬂ%’m

1 TS TH IR A0 HRIHH AT HR- & Hg@ IR SR e | gifeiex
faqal & e sed! fga, AgHra, I afeteR 3R IaisT &l gerei ™
TR fefar orad &1 718 3R Yawl - U AoTgd FRIerId FaRul 3R YR&fT JorTet &1
il |

.  ToIC BT HH IUANT 3R TAYF BT HIFT: TSR Tl 3 giolex Tqa™d &

forq sirdfed S5Te & 1 IUTNT (under spending) T &1 I3, ST HRUTIS
3R AP TR W HeABR o1l 1 T1fd 1! el 5 1| it [T, fRiarm ok
BIAGRI b Tolc & a8 H G = STHI! TR & Taoie” G &I HIHTSIh-
3o FRUFT BT G §U STH WRNYH &1 JiT &Y, dATfds THard- TR STa-!
(CBOs) & [T 37 TIHHI I THTAT G711 T AT ST 81 T |
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. SAfYBTRGY BT TR daIGaT: FUd Te gy & R A1 U 3R

SHTIBTRAT HATTT (MoSJE) H TSI SR Afaadl o o Ialls ol Xa! HIF " (SMILE)
YIS D1 AN HRA dTc] IRDBRT SHABTRAT & AR 81 g daIGal b BRI
HTRIHH! Bt Ao 3R I foharaa- a8 T g, o <=1 & gieiex S
B SATHIEMHD TTTdl b 1 b ] |

. TH2R o dffre-fafay a=ai Bt sRpRam: S & Jewii A Ygifed fharfe .3 ¥

U LK %%%@TW—%‘H (gender variant) aa‘r%i%ma?ﬁqﬁﬁﬁ%

TR 1 GR&T T Te1 B, BT e ioisR Ugd 3 9 TSI Bheid b BRUT
3 3T HIaT-fordT a1 SifHIgeR! gRT SRATBR B feur ST 8 a1 3iafdiss g o
AT HATISAT B |

« YYD SIIUAT (Separate Census) D ATTIIDHAT: S = Teb ST SV HRH

D1 SRIY HT TR YR WRBR D1 I8 0 T A6 T b fob giasier
e & iR fafid ugari &1 U 9gd o181 GIART (umbrella) TG § | 39
TR Bt URUTNT 1 31T FHTARR I 3R o8 I AP TR TR HedTul Td
eI aroT3fl ol g¢Tar &4 § A e fFranft

. YRR T GiEaT (BNs) SR TRET! =am4: YR <O it i) var

DI AR UG B o [Tl giRroiex A= SHfAfTaH 303R o aRUTT IR &9 dhfgd
FRA &, ST I8 Aeayul § fob Tiasisr ugaH &1 3ifdie wHma=h s s |
Y 3 URURS GG - Ugai 9 §16% G D1 Udd B dTd gifoled
&1 ot gRefm 3R TRt = fird we |

. TIE-TSUI (Transmen) & a1y ge;: Tifcrai S0 999 ¢i9-g3W & e, faRiy &g

Y I WA 3R I RGdTs g arelt dffes f&a &1 =@ &t A R a1 98e
SRR 8 | IdH H TRy dhgl H AffIes UHTUM (gender certification) 9 foTT g1 aTef!
ferfrear usteror uferan & SR oi-gest & Uikt ftfert 3R SragsTar &1 Qe
EZSILERHE

. Aisagisie? AfeRI B fFrgfa: tRyE A P SR T TR R TS Hisd
cioieR STeRY @ gfad TR Ok T, S iad U 9 6 3R Iod IRBR] Bl
ARTERH R b 3R TSI SR HedIul g < &1 fATRTT (monitor) HR IH |
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. fram ik feenfad=n & fore faiwg afaifa: gewi 7 orRiy fvar & gisisr
T AT 038 F ded HTH 3R RS (Rules & Guidelines) TIR B3
H HRI WHR & Geradl & fo T faviy fawivsy affa &1 7e4 fear o, forad
e fa, ifa faxivy, e faxivs, 2w ok TREBRT SiferwRT 2MHa
Bl

« THISH (SMILE) OIS &1 WRIfQ: S35 & SR HATAY gRT H1ai-ad 1 oIl Ig
WS (SRS SR) I 3R 31 HedIUbRI Ugd b Uiid & IR H Hi STHBRT
I DTS | GRYG DI ST 77 b AP ArIforeh & TR (NISD) & HIEH I
AT PHIRTe AT 37 & FHT0r SRiH! T goR ol ex aafad arHTf=ad
gUE, 3R T & o AR 7 AT ¥ IS Friepd +ft any fpu s 8

I51 AP TiHiSY URUG (NCTP) Bt 463 & GIRTH ST Ul afeiTa? gRT fdy g
TEIAY 3R gaad 1 &t 3rare ™dd &:

ST. 3Tt arfeiTa, Taitddt (NeTP) Jed [T aafdd (cis person)] BT 8I&IT:
T (NCTP) Bt [ARINS el & ¥ Ueh, ST, 370U aMfeii e - Iqar & Jasl gRI
IoU T i fagafi TR 39+ TeHfd ad &1 | Sh AT Bl 3811 adH URHTNT H Th
IS aH-Ip! e (@) P IR R U Hel i, T IY =0 F TRHTR e T iRIol e
T TURE U (chromosomal patterns) 3R TFTSd AT (gonadal developments) & 811
greft SrHerd fafaeraratt & ot snfa = ferar man g

@ﬁﬁﬁl@'ﬂ (Turner syndrome -WWWXWW%) GﬁTWﬁI@ﬁ
(Swyer syndrome -WXYW@%%') Q]T&IFT%, Gﬁ%@ﬁm&hﬁmﬁlﬁ
21 MR W, TR 3R Wi Rigw I fifsd afgamn wmifoe g 3 gofa: wfkar
(women) Tﬁfﬂ?ﬁ%, ﬁl_%m-m (uterus) & fomrg, Akte ‘?Jff(periods) 3T 3R TSI &
(fertility) T STS! faftr Fafdrea qrearall &1 Q-1 BT Usd g |

g 73 URUTHT TR 3R WrR Rig ¥ fifga g7 aflgars &1 1 eiasier & U H ugaH
B P foTE AoTeR HR IE! 7, o fob I ke 9 7T 8iR srfaa g |

d. JHTY HTYUT & SR HATAd & A1l | forer snmyra=

. 95 P YA B gU AT Feia el ST, R $UR A uRve & Jexii &l
3y fa o 31 gama oiR feiareif &t gt vivfRar @ ferar Smoem SR I WwR
Ifrd e foear ST | S6e & SR U Y S| T fob A Hall el gRT
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J3IU T HE@yUi fag a3l &l AfadiTd 9 H U+ SR H Al IR I3 3, T isier
T &1 Rl o) ea A o &1 TWHR B 3551 P! ST 8 | 31U U g
T 35 Fafefed g fog el iR faaR oA &1 sy fear:

@)
@)

o

@)
@)
@)
@)

TIRTSIER SRNT & 13- R fdaR

BT UadH (Yferd) gRI TiTolex afaadl o it i & gRem

ol gl aafaadl o fore faRiy U 9 UM 3R ST T8 (shelter) BT
AT

T 3R GRET YT B & [T B! J =M R AR

ISR JSHIR & ford FHY 3R TR

Uoh faRIvs Afffd o 6 R fdaR

cigeie] Afaddl o fort AR W YgTdT (Mental health support)

o A IS A Y e SraTae + gaid faa fas eiveier e &t aRafds
TS 3R 3nfife fRUfa! o1 Sgar <713 gHgH & fow yiow & te s
gdequr (survey) &nﬁmﬁﬁmwm%n, WW&H—WWW@T@?&W

HTUTHRI TISTATE YHTAT 9T T §4TS o b | I5i4 U= Ja19 Hvor & fRgfefaa
fagefl R Y= Se:

o

@)
@)
@)
@)
@)
@)

TIRTSIER ST & RITIHT R faaR

U o1 Fgrd

mm%mmwensus)

M 3R SITHUT UG (Research initiatives)

AT T IRIoI 8% Afaadl &b forg ARl & SawR

QNeffOres TeTad!

RARI ¥ deTd 1 Bl U Tuie’ Afdadl & ot faRiy S ggradr &1
UICKIG]

2 AR R 93F Bt G0l HridTe] o1 H-aY 3R T U= Gfad (Additional
Secretary) Wﬁv_qTTI'QT I

¢dTe 3R TR,

Pty gy uRug Hew
3 0% | T8 faet!
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