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Front cover illustration credits: 

- Top (left): Illustration from Varta webzine article Amphan Adds to Social Trauma Caused by Coronavirus 

for Trans Women (May 2020 issue) written by Varta Community Reporter Sukanta Banerjee as part of 

the third pilot of the Varta Community Reporters and Citizen Journalism Training Programme. 

- Top (right): Screen shot of an online roundtable ‘Livelihood and Skills Building Opportunities for Gender 

and Sexual Minorities in India’ organized by the British Deputy High Commission, University of Sussex 

and Varta Trust on September 4, 2020 – the Varta Economic Inclusion Mentoring Forum was first 

proposed in this meeting. 

- Bottom: Members of gender and sexual minority support group Kolkata Anandam distributing relief 

material to community members impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic and Amphan cyclone in the 

Hooghly district of West Bengal – resources for the relief material were raised through Varta Trust’s 

citizen journalism work. Photo credit: Anonymous. 
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Founding Trustee’s Note 

It is my privilege to present the Annual Report of Varta Trust for the financial year 2020-21. This 

time period was exceptionally difficult for all of us individually and for the communities we work with. 

I take pride in saying that despite the challenges thrown up by the COVID-19 pandemic, lockdowns, 

and Amphan cyclone, we continued to promote dialogue and understanding on gender and 

sexuality as issues integral to public health, social equity and well-being in India. We prioritized our 

publishing, citizen journalism, training and relief provision activities to address a multifaceted public 

health, livelihood and social security crisis. In the process, we brought visibility to the urgent needs 

of gender and sexual minorities in eastern and north-eastern India. 

Organizational milestones: In 2020-21, we completed eight years of Varta as a voluntary group 

on June 3, 2020 and six years as Varta Trust on May 14, 2020. At the end of March 2021, we were 

a team of 22 people, with a three-member Board of Trustees, one part-time staff member and 18 

volunteers based in Kolkata and other places in India and abroad. This was a multi-disciplinary 

team engaged in promoting dialogue on gender and sexuality equity in community development 

among women, children, youth, gender and sexual minorities1; public health; law; social security 

and social justice; arts; communications and media; research; academics; and policy making. 

Programmatic achievements: In 2020-21, our achivement 

was in a unique collaboration between the publishing, citizen 

journalism, training and relief provision activities to address 

the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and lockdowns, 

Amphan cyclone, and loss of livelihood suffered by the 

gender and sexual minorities. Some highlights: 

 A total of 12 online training sessions were conducted as 

part of the third pilot of the Varta Community Reporters 

(VCR) Training and Citizen Journalism Programme. 

 This led to 16 stories being published between May 2020 

and June 2021 on the impact of the pandemic and 

cyclone on the gender and sexual minorities in eastern 

and north-eastern India, and how the affected communities responded to these challenges. 

This was the highest number of stories so far in any pilot of the VCR Programme.  

 The stories were instrumental in raising more than Rs.200,000/- for relief work that benefitted 

around 150 transgender individuals in West Bengal. Overall Varta Trust’s direct and indirect 

relief work helped raise around Rs.300,000/- to benefit around 200 gender and sexual 

minorities, people living with HIV, and young people in West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand and 

other parts of India. This was the first time we engaged in relief work on a large scale. 

 We reached out to 800-1,000 students and teachers of law, arts and social sciences; health 

care and legal aid service providers; social workers and activists; researchers; media persons; 

gender and sexual minority community members; and youth groups through nine awareness 

                                                 
1
 Alternate expressions include ‘queer communities’ or ‘lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, questioning or 

queer, and asexual people’.  
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generation events on the COVID-19, mental and sexual health, livelihood, legal rights and 

social security concerns of gender and sexual minorities in India. This included our first 

international webinar on transgender rights organized in collaboration with Partners for Law in 

Development, Delhi in December 2020 (see event poster on the previous page). 

 As of March 31, 2021, our Legal Aid Support Group Project assisted 28 gender and sexual 

minority individuals and their partners and families in West Bengal. As of the same date, our 

online locator on queer-friendly sexual health, mental health and legal aid service providers 

was accessed by at least 27,000 unique users. The locator had data on 143 accredited 

professionals from 43 cities, towns and villages in 22 states and Union Territories. 

 Work started on setting up the Varta Economic Inclusion Mentoring Forum for gender and 

sexual minorities in eastern and north-eastern India, an outcome of seven years of research, 

advocacy, training and pilot work.   

Financial highlights: In 2020-21, our financial inflow was Rs.1,57,120/- (excluding cash and bank 

balances carried over from 2019-20) as per the Audit Report prepared by Rajarshi Bhattacharya, 

Chartered Accountant, with M. No. 062550 and office located at 251A/6P, N. S. C. Bose Road, 

Kolkata 700 047. Once again, this was possible because of generous donations from our Trustees, 

volunteers and other well-wishers. We are grateful to our Trustees and volunteers for contributing 

their valuable time and other resources. Publishing activities (website development and information, 

education, communication material development), COVID-19 relief distribution, and research 

expenses constituted the main programmatic expenditure heads. 

Plans for 2021-22: Registration of Varta Trust under Section 12AB of the Income Tax Act, 1961 

and under Section 80G of the same Act will be prioritized (as necessitated by the amendments 

announced by the central government in the Union Budget for 2020-21). Registration with the 

Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India under the Corporate Social Responsibility rules 

will also be taken up. Given the expanding scale of operations of our economic inclusion mentoring 

forum, we will also need to put in place an online donation channel on our website. 

On the programmatic front, a formal start of the economic inclusion (livelihood) mentoring forum is 

on the cards, along with a crowd-funding campaign to raise resources for the forum’s operations. 

Efforts will be made to take the VCR Programme beyond the pilot phase. Completion of work on 

the Hindi version of the online locator on queer-friendly health and legal aid service providers will 

be accompanied with the addition of a queer-friendly COVID-19 services locator in English and 

Bengali. Activities around awareness generation (online / offline), archival management, legal aid 

provision, media sensitization, and COVID-19 pandemic related relief work will be continued. 

A heartfelt thank you to our Trustees, staff, volunteers, webzine readers and contributors (including 

the citizen journalists), and well wishers for having joined hands with us through a difficult time for 

everyone. Your generous sharing of information, knowledge, ideas, time and funds was invaluable 

for the work that Varta Trust managed to undertake in 2020-21. 

Pawan Dhall 

Founding Trustee
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Vision, Mission, Objectives and Position Statement 

Vision: Promoting dialogue and understanding on gender and sexuality as issues intimate and 

integral to human development in India so that social stigma and silence around sexual issues can 

be tackled, gender equity can be ensured, and discrimination around diverse forms of gender and 

sexuality can be stopped. 

 

Mission: Empowering both mass audience readers and writers for self-realization around gender 

and sexuality through age and culturally sensitive multi-format, multi-lingual newspapers and other 

publications. In addition: Complementing publishing activities with awareness generation through 

public events; referrals to health, legal aid and social security services; training programmes; social 

research; and legal, policy and media sensitization on gender and sexuality. 

  

Key objectives to realize the vision and mission: 

 Catering to demand for in-depth, nuanced and accurate information, education, communication 

and entertainment on issues around gender and sexuality in India through print, audio-visual 

and internet-based publications like newspapers, blogs, e-zines, software apps, leaflets, 

posters, comics, booklets, anthologies and DVDs to suit different age groups. 

 Ensuring that gender and sexuality in all their diversity and association with other key issues of 

education, health, livelihood, social security and human rights do not remain unvoiced in 

policies and programmes shaping the great Indian story of human development. 

 Mainstreaming gender and sexuality concerns of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, Hijra and 

other similarly socio-economically and sexually marginalized communities into larger discourses 

on gender, sexuality, health and development in India through advocacy at various levels. 

 Building communication, documentation and journalistic skills among Indian youth marginalized 

around gender, sexuality and other social parameters through training workshops and 

programmes to enhance their knowledge base on gender, sexuality, health and human rights 

issues as well as increase their self-esteem and employability within and outside Varta Trust. 
 

Position statement: Varta Trust looks at gender and sexuality through the prism of intersections 

with age, class, caste, religion, race, marital status, geographical location, sexual and reproductive 

health, HIV, disability, mental health, education, livelihood, social security, environment and human 

rights concerns. 

 

Varta Facebook page and Twitter account 

banner to mark the seventh birthday of Varta 

webzine on August 1, 2020. Artwork credit: 

Vaaswat Sarkar 
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Organizational Details 

 Started as a voluntary group: June 3, 2012 (first volunteer team meeting); Varta monthly blog 

started: August 1, 2013, evolved into full-fledged website (inclusive of a monthly webzine) from 

August 2016, completed seven years on August 1, 2020. 

 Registered as a charitable trust since May 14, 2014 in Kolkata with ADSR Sealdah, District 

South 24 Parganas, West Bengal, with no. IV – 00322 of 2014. 

 Registered address: C/o DPS Corporate Club, 9A Sebak Baidya Street, Kolkata 700 029. 

 Board of Trustees (BoT) as of March 31, 2021: Pawan Dhall (Founding Trustee), Kaushik 

Gupta and Madhuja Nandi. 

 Larger volunteer team (including BoT members) as of March 31, 2021: Aniruddha Dutta 

(gender and sexuality academic, researcher and activist); Anupam Hazra (gender, sexuality 

and HIV activist); Arunabha Hazra (event manager); Debayan Sen (advocate); Debgopal 

Mondal (filmmaker and gender, sexuality and youth issues activist); Debjyoti Ghosh (advocate 

and gender and sexuality researcher and activist); Kaushik Gupta (advocate and sexual rights 

activist); Madhuja Nandi (transgender and anti-trafficking activist); Mohammad Gulrez (social 

worker); Nikita Kabra (dance movement practitioner and social worker); Owais Khan (computer 

professional, poet and gender and sexuality activist); Pawan Dhall (journalist and gender, 

sexuality and HIV researcher and activist); Pompi Banerjee (mental health professional and 

gender and sexuality activist); Prosenjit Pal (neurosciences researcher); Rudra Kishore Mandal 

(artist and gender and sexuality activist); Santanu Pyne (organizational administration and 

financial management specialist); Sayan Bhattacharya (journalist and gender and sexuality 

researcher and activist); Sudeb Sadhu (gender and sexuality activist); Sudha Jha (HIV activist); 

Sukhdeep Singh (IT professional and gender and sexuality activist); and Vahista Dastoor 

(communication specialist). Note: The most current volunteer names can be seen in the About 

Varta section of the organizational website (www.vartagensex.org). 

 Staff members: Bappa Panja, Administration Assistant. 

 Varta Trust bank account (institutional current account): Kotak Mahindra, Ballygunge Branch, 

Kolkata. 

 Current Auditor: Rajarshi Bhattacharya, Chartered Accountant, located at 251A/6P N. S. C. 

Bose Road, Kolkata 700 047, with membership number 062550. 

 Varta Trust PAN number: AABTV9002A. 

 Income tax registration: Registered with Income Tax Department with number CIT (Exemption), 

Kolkata/12AA/2017-18/A/10033 since June 5, 2017 (with effect from financial year 2016-17) 

and number CIT (Exemption), Kolkata/80G/2018-19/A/10081 since December 11, 2018 (with 

effect from financial year 2018-19). 

 Decision making process: Larger volunteer team planning meetings and discussions on Varta 

Googlegroup e-forum provide inputs (ideas and strategies) for quarterly BoT meetings where 

key decisions are taken and implementation plans worked out; activity specific meetings are 

also organized as per need. 
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Key Activities in 2020-21 

a) Organizational development: In the Annual General Meeting for the financial year 2019-20 

held on January 14, 2021, it was resolved to continue with the services of Rajarshi Bhattacharya, 

Chartered Accountant, as the Auditor of Varta Trust for the financial year 2020-21. With guidance 

from him and advocate Anirban Gupta, we filed the returns of the income for financial year 2019-20 

on February 14, 2021. 

In August 2020, Varta Trust completed three years of its registered office being shifted to C/o DPS 

Corporate Club, 9A Sebak Baidya Street, Kolkata 700 029. The change in registered address was 

duly intimated to the Income Tax Department on September 6, 2017 (initial submission) and June 

5, 2018 (after execution of the change). Change in the bank account records with Kotak Mahindra 

Bank was completed in November 2020. Changes in the other official documents of Varta Trust 

were under way as of March 31, 2021. 

b) Publications: 

(1) Varta webzine and old blog: In the financial 

year 2020-21, our webzine publishing was 

dominated by news reports, feature articles, first 

person stories, interviews, podcasts and health 

advice columns on the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

associated lockdown, and the Amphan cyclone 

that swept through West Bengal and Odisha. 

These articles talked about how the trio of 

pandemic, lockdown and cyclone impacted the 

gender and sexual minorities, people living with 

HIV (PLHIV) and other vulnerable communities in eastern and north-eastern India. Example: 

Amphan Adds to Social Trauma Caused by Coronavirus for Trans Women by Sukanta Banerjee 

and Stay Home, Stay Safe? in which Diksha Sanyal focussed on the domestic violence faced by 

gender and sexual minorities during the lockdown (see lead graphic for second article above – 

graphic credit Varta Trustee Pawan Dhall). 

The webzine articles also narrated how the affected communities and their allies responded to the 

crises and helped people face the survival challenges thrown up by an unprecedented public 

health, migration, livelihood, domestic violence, and natural disaster crisis. For instance, Trans 

Masculine Persons in Odisha Respond to Lockdown with Resilience written by Bana, Chandan 

Kumar Nayak and Pradosh Dash. 

These themes became the focus of the third pilot of the Varta Community Reporters Training and 

Citizen Journalism Programme (henceforth VCR Programme), which started in May 2020 and was 

completed in the ongoing financial year after three extensions. Content generated through this 

programme was published in the webzine under a column called Coronavirus Diary. Example: 

Amid Pandemic of Struggles, No Lockdown on Aspirations by Shivalal Gautam and Dol Jatra 

Colours to Counter the Pandemic Blues by Heena. 
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The VCR Programme also became a medium for Varta Trust to undertake and facilitate COVID-19 

and Amphan relief provision among the affected communities. Some of the webzine articles in 

2020-21 reflected this (for example, Turning Seven in a World Turned Upside Down? by Pawan 

Dhall). Overall, 2020-21 saw a unique collaboration between the publishing, citizen journalism, 

training and relief provision activities of Varta Trust to address a multifaceted crisis with national 

dimensions. 

Note: The subsequent sections of this report present the details of the third pilot of the VCR 

Programme and the COVID-19 and Amphan relief activities undertaken by Varta Trust in 2020-21 

(both via the VCR Programme and through other activities). 

Among the other major themes covered by the webzine in 2020-21 were: 

 Policy and legal failures to address the concerns of transgender minors in need of crisis shelter 

(Which Way Home for Transgender Minors? by Namrata Mukherjee) 

 Need for change in the attitudes and behaviour of the police forces towards gender and sexual 

minorities (Right to Have Sex in One‟s Bedroom Not Be-all and End-all of LGBTIQA+ Rights by 

Pradosh Dash) 

 Status of transgender rights in the South Asian region, particularly in the context of the COVID-

19 pandemic (Transgender Rights in South Asia: Trends, Crises and Opportunities by Debjyoti 

Ghosh, Jia Mata and Pawan Dhall) 

 Challenges involved in transgender inclusion in the food security and health insurance 

programmes of the West Bengal government (Theme for a Dream in 2021 by Debjyoti Ghosh 

and Bengal Government Health Insurance Scheme Not Ready for Trans Inclusion? by Sudipa 

Chakraborty, Pawan Dhall and Pradosh Dash) 

 Role of good mental health in safer dating, disability rights, and issues in archival research 

In 2020-21, some of the new contributors to the webzine were Dr. A. Sathish Kumar, specialist in 

HIV, TB and health concerns of gender and sexual minorities, and associated with SAATHII, 

Chennai (Sexual Intimacy and Risk of Coronavirus Infection); Dr. Kaustav Bakshi, Assistant 

Professor, Department of English, Jadavpur University, Kolkata (he reviewed well known social 

researcher Niloy Basu’s new book Launda Dancer: Anyo Hijrer Bhinna Bhuban); Dr. Nandini 

Ghosh, academic-activist working on issues of gender, disability and other forms of marginalization, 

and faculty member at the Institute of Development Studies Kolkata; and Srabasti Majumdar, 

Kolkata-based psychological counsellor and gender and sexuality rights activist (COVID-19, 

Quarantine and Coping: A Mental Health Perspective). 

As reported in the Annual Report for 2019-20, our redeveloped website (including the monthly 

webzine) became operational on January 28, 2020. The new website was developed by Sputznik, 

Delhi, and they continued to be our website development consultants during 2020-21. We 

published 12 issues of Varta webzine from April 2020 to March 2021 during which 39 articles were 

published (around 54% of which focussed on the pandemic, lockdown and cyclone). 

Overall, the website attracted 39,323 page views and 14,821 unique (new or first-time) users from 

across India and abroad. Of the unique users, 11,687 (79%) were from at least 274 towns and 
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cities located across at least 33 states and Union Territories of India. These figures were much 

higher in comparison with 2019-20 because in that year website redevelopment work allowed only 

eight issues to be published. The figures were closer to the earlier years when the webzine 

publishing was regular. The earlier Varta blog at www.varta2013.blogspot.in continued to attract a 

small readership, and was updated with relevant information parallel to the current website. 

(2) World of books: The previous year’s Annual Report provided information about the publishing 

of two books in 2019-20 where Varta Trust had a crucial role to play. One of the books was an 

anthology titled Queer Potli: Memories, Imaginations and Re-Imaginations of Urban Queer Spaces 

in India (edited by Varta Trustee Pawan Dhall and published by Queer Ink, Mumbai), and the other 

was Out of Line and Offline: Queer Mobilizations in „90s Eastern India (written by Pawan Dhall and 

published by Seagull Books, Kolkata). Both books were based in large part on our social research 

activities. In 2020-21, both books received considerable media coverage and critical reviews from 

several social sciences students and teachers, gender and sexual minority community members, 

and other readers in India and abroad. The books were also the focus of several awareness 

generation and interactive events listed and described later in this report.  

(3) Varta Facebook page: We use this page for interactive posts to generate discussion and 

awareness on various aspects of gender and sexuality, including public health, social security and 

legal rights. Till the end of 2020-21, 88 such posts were made on the page, eight of them in 2020-

21. The page is used also for posting Varta Trust updates and event announcements, and sharing 

Varta articles, writings from other publications, and announcements of key developments in 

research and policy around gender and sexuality. The page banner is used for creative 

expressions of gender and sexuality issues, which makes the page immensely popular with people 

interested in following or participating in Varta’s activities. In 2020-21, the page acquired net 62 

new likes with the total at 2,107 at the year-end. 

(4) Varta YouTube channel: In 2020-21, two 

important videos were added to our channel: 

 August 1, 2020: Varta Webzine Turns 7 – 

this video was made on the occasion of the 

Varta webzine completing seven years on 

August 1, 2020. The video includes brief 

visual and textual birthday wishes from 

some of the webzine contributors and 

readers as well as Varta Trustees, 

volunteers and collaborators. It also includes highlights of Varta's organizational milestones 

and webzine statistics. The video is mostly in English, with a few quotes in Bengali and Hindi. 

 Dating Mantra – A Film on Safer Dating for Queer Persons – this film (see poster above) is 

especially meant for gender and sexual minority community members who still have to keep an 

eye out for social stigma, discrimination and different forms of violence like blackmail and 

sexual abuse. It provides safer dating tips and information on legal remedies for problems like 

blackmail and cyber crime. More importantly, the film emphasizes the age-old mantra of 

'prevention is better than cure' and focuses on the link between good mental health and safer 

dating. This film is in Bengali with sub-titles in English. It was developed as a legal literacy tool 
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under the Varta Trust Legal Aid Support Group Project, and was based on interviews with 

advocate and Varta Trustee Kaushik Gupta, gender and sexual minority activist and Varta 

Trustee Pawan Dhall, and mental health professional Srabasti Majumdar. 

By the end of 2020-21, we had 10 educational videos uploaded on our YouTube channel. 

(5) Varta Telegram channel: On August 29, 2020, the Varta Telegram channel was started with a 

similar purpose as the Varta Facebook page and Varta Twitter account. By the end of 2020-21, the 

channel had around 200 subscribers. The channel was used largely for sharing the articles 

published in the Varta webzine. It proved to be an important medium for disseminating the articles, 

often attracting better visibility for the articles than on Varta’s Twitter channel. 

c) Awareness generation: Awareness generation and 

sensitization activities in the financial year 2020-21 were 

conducted almost entirely online because of the COVID-19 

pandemic and lockdown situations. The number of such 

events was also much fewer than in the previous years. 

Overall, in 2020-21, Varta Trust reached out to 800-1,000 

people through nine awareness generation events on the 

COVID-19 related health, mental and sexual health, 

livelihood, constitutional and legal rights, social security and 

cultural concerns of gender and sexual minorities in India. 

These events included online meetings, webinars and 

roundtable consultations. 

Either the Varta Trustees and volunteers were invited to the events as speakers or Varta Trust 

organized the events in collaboration with its partner agencies. Students and teachers of law, arts 

and social sciences; health care and legal aid service providers; social workers and activists; 

researchers; media persons; gender and sexual minority community members; youth groups and 

the larger public were engaged in dialogue and debate on gender, sexuality and related issues of 

public health, economic inclusion, policies, laws and social justice. Given that most of the events 

were online, their reach was much wider than that of the events in the past years, which could 

engage people only in limited geographical areas. 

The following is a list of the events that Varta Trust was a part of in 2020-21. Names of the event 

organizers / collaborators have also been mentioned in the list below: 

 Kolkata, May 17, 2020: Webinar: ‘COVID-19 and LGBTQ Community’ – on the occasion of the 

International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia, Intersexism and Transphobia – British 

Deputy High Commission, Prantakatha, Varta Trust 

 Bhubaneswar, May 30, 2020: Webinar: ‘LGBTIQ+ Leadership and Community Priorities after 

India’s Lockdown: What Do We Need?’ – SAATHII 

 Mumbai, June 23, 2020: Webinar: ‘Strengthening Civil Rights of LGBTQ+ Community – The 

Way Forward’ – Humsafar Trust  

 Kolkata, August 8, 2020: Webinar: ‘Rights of Transgender Persons: Understanding Gender and 

Law’ – Citizens’ Forum India (see webinar poster above)  
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 Kolkata, September 4, 2020: Online roundtable: ‘Livelihood and Skills Building Opportunities 

for Gender and Sexual Minorities in India’ – British Deputy High Commission, University of 

Sussex, Varta Trust 

 Delhi, December 5, 2020: Online panel discussion ‘The Past, the Present Continuous – Does 

History Matter?’ – as part of ‘Digital & One: Rainbow Lit Fest - Queer and Inclusive’, December 

5-6, 2020 – Embrace: Music Justice Arts, Epic India, Varta Trust 

 Delhi, December 14, 2020: Online roundtable: ‘Transgender Rights in South Asia – Trends, 

Crises & Opportunities’ – Partners for Law in Development, Feminist Inquiries into Rights and 

Equality (FIRE) Consortium, Varta Trust 

 Imphal, March 7, 2021: Webinar: ‘The Forgotten Epidemic HIV in Northeast-India’ – The Chinky 

Homo Project, SAATHII 

 Kalyani, March 21, 2021: Community event to mark the spring season and Holi festival 

organized by transgender support forum Nadia Ranaghat Sampriti Society and other gender 

and sexual minority support forums 

d) Social research: In 2020-21, our research activities were by and large a continuation of the 

work described in the Annual Report of 2019-20. With regard to the archival research on the lives 

of gender and sexual minorities in India, work on preparing a detailed inventory of the material 

included in the Counsel Club Archives2 was scaled up in 2020-21. But it could not be completed 

and the process of Founding Trustee Pawan Dhall, the current custodian of the Counsel Club 

Archives, formally handing over the archives to Varta Trust also remained incomplete. However, 

Varta Trust did provide limited access to digitized and redacted material from the archives to PhD 

students and media persons in India and the UK. Two articles based on the archival material were 

also published in the Varta webzine – History Lessons in Growth Pains (August 2020 issue) and 

Durga Puja in the Archives (October 2020 issue), both written by Pawan Dhall. Data collection (in-

depth interviews and transcriptions) continued also for the study titled Cross-Border Queers: The 

Story of South Asian LGBTIQA Migrants (details in the 2019-20 Annual Report). 

e) Services referrals: In 2020-21, our overhauled online locator on queer-friendly sexual health, 

mental health and legal aid service providers in India was further improved in terms of its technical 

features and data additions. By the end of March 2021, data on around 143 qualified and 

accredited individual sexual health, mental health and legal aid service providers from across India 

was uploaded on the locator. These service providers were located in 22 states / Union Territories 

and 43 towns / cities of India. Data collection was highest from the states of West Bengal, Tamil 

Nadu, Assam, Maharashtra and the Union Territory of Delhi NCT. Under the broad heads of sexual 

health, mental health and legal aid, there were a range of sub-heads and the service providers 

listed on the locator had diverse specializations in sexual and reproductive health, STI/HIV testing 

and treatment, counselling, psychology, psychiatry, gender affirmative care, disability and different 

aspects of law and human rights. The service providers were drawn from both government and 

private sectors. Among the mental health service providers, several had undergone the Queer 

                                                 
2
 Counsel Club (1993-2002), based in Kolkata, was one of the earliest support forums for gender and sexual minorities 

in eastern India as well as India as a whole. 
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Affirmative Counselling Practice certificate course offered by the Mariwala Health Initiative and 

Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai.  

Based on the Varta Trust website Google Analytics data, in the period 2020-21, the locator was 

accessed by around 6,500 new unique users from across metropolitan as well as small town India 

and abroad. From the date of the locator launch on June 28, 2018 till March 31, 2021, the locator 

had been accessed by at least 27,000 unique users. 

In 2020-21, translation and technical work progressed on developing a Hindi version of the locator. 

But work on launching the Hindi version could not be completed because of technical glitches. 

Sputznik, our website development consultants, suggested that the Hindi version should be hosted 

on a sub-domain of the Varta Trust website, and this matter is expected to be resolved in the 

ongoing financial year. Founding Trustee Pawan Dhall continued to lead the data collection and 

data entry work on the locator along with Varta volunteers Debjyoti Ghosh and Shivalal Gautam. 

The next round of updating the service provider data included in the locator was planned for the 

current financial year. 

Note: The Resources – Agencies section of the website continued to contribute to the services 

referral component of Varta Trust’s activities. It carried information on 26 NGOs spread across 

India engaged in the health and well-being concerns of women, children, adolescents, youth, 

people infected or affected by HIV, and gender and sexual minorities. These agencies focussed on 

the issues of poverty eradication, domestic violence, anti-trafficking, sexual health, mental health, 

disability, dealing with substance abuse, care giving, legal education for underprivileged students, 

and creative pursuits. 

f) Legal, policy, media sensitization: In 2020-21, this activity was mainly focussed on expanding 

our advocacy efforts for economic inclusion of gender and sexual minorities. We also continued 

with our legal aid and media interaction activities. 

1) Varta Trust Legal Aid Support Group Project: This project, also called Project Varta: 

Expanding Queer Friendly Legal Aid in West Bengal, continued to operate as in the earlier years. It 

started in April 2018, having grown out of our Facebook awareness generation and discussion 

group called Queer Friendly Lawyers Network (QFLN) – West Bengal, which itself was created in 

December 2014. From October 2018, it became a collaborative effort with different gender and 

sexual minority support groups located across West Bengal. From October 2018 till January 2021, 

we received support for the project also from CREA, Delhi and SAATHII, Chennai, both NGOs that 

work extensively on gender, sexuality, public health and social justice issues with marginalized 

sections of society like women, youth, and gender and sexual minorities in India. 

Till March 2020, the project activities included provision of legal information and guidance to 

gender and sexual minority community members in West Bengal through district-level monthly 

meetings organized in partnership with local community groups, building linkages with the District 

Legal Services Authorities and individual lawyers, legal literacy material development, legal aid and 

litigation support, and handholding support during crisis situations. In 2020-21, the COVID-19 

pandemic and lockdowns did not allow any monthly meetings or sensitization events to be 

organized. However, provision of legal aid and litigation support continued at a low scale. 
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Till March 2020, the project had handled 19 legal aid cases. This number went up to 28 by the end 

of March 2021. The new clients were based in Howrah, Kolkata, Nadia, North 24 Parganas and 

South 24 Parganas districts. They included: 

 A lesbian couple in Nadia facing domestic violence and police harassment 

 A Kolkata-based transgender man being denied leave and salary dues by the school he 

worked in as a teacher in Murshidabad district ever since he underwent gender reassignment 

surgery and legal gender identity change – this case was partially resolved during 2020-21 

when the Calcutta High Court ordered the school to pay him all his dues and allow him a 

transfer to another school near Kolkata in December 2020 

 A 17 years old transgender adolescent from 

North 24 Parganas facing domestic violence 

and eviction from home by her foster parents 

and in need of emergency shelter (this case was 

documented through an article Which Way 

Home for Transgender Minors? by Namrata 

Mukherjee, Madhuja Nandi and Pawan Dhall 

published in Varta webzine – quote from article 

on the right) – Trustee Madhuja Nandi took the 

lead in advocating and coordinating with the 

West Bengal Police, statutory child protection 

bodies, and NGOs for ensuring that the child was able to live in a safe shelter home till the time 

she turned 18 years old 

 A married gay man in Howrah seeking divorce from his wife to live with his male partner but 

facing family opposition 

 A gay man in Nadia facing dating app-based blackmail around his sexual orientation 

 A transgender woman in Kolkata unable to acquire a Swasthya Sathi health insurance card in 

her desired gender identity (this case was also documented through an article Bengal 

Government Health Insurance Scheme Not Ready for Trans Inclusion? by Sudipa Chakraborty, 

Pawan Dhall and Pradosh Dash published in Varta webzine) 

 Three transgender men (one each in Kolkata, South 24 Parganas and Nadia) looking for legal 

gender identity change 

The project ensured that the complainants received free or partially free legal advice, legal aid and 

other social support from the lawyers and social workers associated with the project. But some of 

the 28 legal aid cases remained unresolved till the end of 2020-21 because of either the complexity 

of the matter or the slow pace at which the courts and police were functioning because of the 

pandemic and lockdown. 

In 2020-21, the project also undertook the following activities related to development of print, 

audio-visual and online communication material towards legal literacy: 

 English to Bengali translation of Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Rules, 2020 

finalized in September 2020 
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 Development of a short documentary film offering safer dating tips to prevent blackmail of 

gender and sexual minorities and to emphasize the link between good mental health and safer 

dating – Bengali with English sub-titles and voiceover (Dating Mantra – A Film on Safer Dating 

for Queer Persons) – the film was made by Kolkata-based filmmaker and photographer 

Suchandra Das, who is also a well-wisher of Varta Trust (more details can be seen in the 

Publications section of this report) 

 

 One article based on legal aid issues handled by the project was published under the legal 

advice column of the Varta webzine (Stay Home, Stay Safe? by Diksha Sanyal in September 

2020) – the article highlighted the domestic violence experienced by gender and sexual 

minorities in India during the COVID-19 lockdown period and what practical socio-legal options 

they had in dealing with such violence 

The Varta Trust website was used to document project activities, and acted as a repository of legal 

information useful for lay persons as well as lawyers and researchers (this is with reference to a 

website section called Legal & Policy – Documents). The website was also linked to the QFLN – 

West Bengal Facebook group that acted as a public information, discussion and networking forum 

on issues related to the project activities. As of March 31, 2021, the group had around 740 

members from across West Bengal and beyond as well.  

Trustees Kaushik Gupta, Madhuja Nandi and Pawan Dhall, and Varta volunteers Debayan Sen 

and Debjyoti Ghosh carried out most of the project activities described above. For legal aid 

activities, advocates Kaushik Gupta and Debayan Sen took the lead, occasionally with support 

from other lawyers in their professional networks. 

2) Advocacy on economic inclusion of gender and sexual minorities in India: In 2020-21, our 

training, research and advocacy efforts for economic inclusion of gender and sexual minorities 

reached an important stage. Work started on setting up an economic inclusion mentoring forum for 

gender and sexual minorities living in eastern and north-eastern India. The forum was meant to 

connect gender and sexual minority community aspirants seeking skills, jobs and self-employment 

with a team of experienced social workers, entrepreneurs, government officials and field experts 

for information and guidance. This activity assumed importance in the context of the COVID-19 

lockdown and Amphan cyclone, both of which had severely impacted the livelihoods of gender and 

sexual minorities. 

In 2014-15, we participated in a study titled Livelihood, Exclusion and Opportunity: Socioeconomic 

Welfare among Gender and Sexuality Non-normative People in India, which was commissioned by 

the Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex, UK. The study delved into how rigid 

gender norms permeated India’s social welfare policies and programmes, and tended to exclude 

gender and sexual minorities in spite of on-paper inclusion in social welfare schemes and 

progressive court verdicts like the one on transgender rights declared by the Honourable Supreme 

Court of India in April 2014. This study led to a training, research and advocacy project on 

economic inclusion in Manipur called Sexual and Gender Diversity, Welfare and Precarity in India: 

Impact, Advocacy and Process (2016-18). The project was implemented by two transgender 

collectives, All Manipur Nupi Maanbi Association and Empowering Trans Ability, ally NGOs 

SAATHII and Varta Trust, and the University of Sussex. 
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The learning from this project on what 

factors may promote economic inclusion, 

especially in India’s micro, small and 

medium enterprises in the informal 

sector, was shared at a national 

consultation on workplace inclusion 

hosted by the British Deputy High 

Commission (BDHC) in Kolkata in 

January 2019 (details reported in the 

Annual Report for 2019-20). 

In a follow up, in September 2020, Varta Trust and the BDHC co-organized an online roundtable 

on strategies for economic inclusion of gender and sexual minorities. The mentoring forum 

mentioned earlier was envisioned at this roundtable conference. After an online planning meeting 

in October 2020, we mobilized experts from the field of social enterprise, business and policy 

making as mentors for the forum. The forum made a formal start on June 3, 2021, Varta’s ninth 

foundation day as a volunteer group. There were five mentors to begin with, supported by 

Founding Trustee Pawan Dhall and Varta volunteers Sudipa Chakraborty and Debjyoti Ghosh in 

planning / coordinating the forum activities, facilitating the mentoring process, and documenting the 

activities. At the time of this report being written, the forum had guided 17 individuals from different 

parts of West Bengal in developing their CVs, applying for training programmes and jobs, and 

career planning. See graphic depicting the forum above – credit Arkadeepra Purkayastha. 

In 2020-21, we also attempted to undertake research on barriers to uptake of skills building 

programmes set up by the central and state governments in India by gender and sexual minorities 

in spite of greater availability of such opportunities. A research grant was submitted to the Azim 

Premji University, Bangalore on this theme but it was not accepted in the final stage. Further 

attempts are being made to submit similar research grants. 

In November-December 2020, Pawan Dhall worked with Dr. Paul Boyce, Senior Lecturer in 

Anthropology and International Development, University of Sussex in finalizing a case study based 

on the experience of the Manipur project (Sexual and Gender Diversity, Welfare and Precarity in 

India: Impact, Advocacy and Process). Dr. Boyce has been Pawan Dhall’s co-researcher and Varta 

Trust’s guide in the area of economic inclusion of gender and sexual minorities in India. The case 

study was published as a chapter titled Gender Diverse Equality and Well-being in Manipur, North 

East India: Reflections on Peer-led Research in an anthology called Peer Research in Health and 

Social Development: International Perspectives on Participatory Research published by Routledge, 

Oxfordshire, UK. 

3) Media interactions: In 2020-21, Varta Trust featured in around two dozen media stories (print, 

audio-visual and online media). These stories were in English and Bengali. Most of them were 

either reviews of the books Out of Line and Offline: Queer Mobilizations in „90s Eastern India and 

Queer Potli: Memories, Imaginations and Re-Imaginations of Urban Queer Spaces in India, or 

focussed on Varta Trust’s citizen journalism and relief work around the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Example: Popular podcast series Suno India Show interviewed Founding Trustee Pawan Dhall and 

citizen journalist Shivalal Gautam in October 2020 on the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
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mental health of gender and sexual minorities in India and Varta Trust’s response to these 

challenges. A few stories covered our archival research and economic inclusion advocacy work. 

Varta Trust representatives featured in a number of short video films made during the rainbow 

pride month in June 2020. The Varta webzine was listed among the top 25 publications on gender 

and sexuality issues in Asia in a review published in The Bombay Review in September 2020. 

Trustees Pawan Dhall, Kaushik Gupta and Madhuja Nandi represented Varta Trust in most of the 

media interactions. 

g) Training activities: Varta Community 

Reporters Training and Citizen Journalism 

Programme was again the mainstay of our 

training activities. This programme seeks to 

build communication, documentation and 

journalistic skills among social groups that 

are marginalized around gender, sexuality 

and other social parameters so as to enable 

them to tell their own stories of social 

inclusion, exclusion, struggles and 

successes. The emphasis is on gender and 

sexual minority youth participation, though 

not limited to it. The programme also aims to 

enhance the knowledge base of the 

participants on issues of gender, sexuality, 

public health, social security and human 

rights (more programmatic details available 

on the Varta Trust website). In the process, it aims to contribute to enhancing the employability of 

the participants. 

The third pilot of the VCR Programme was focussed on documenting and reporting how gender 

and sexual minorities, other vulnerable groups, and their allies responded to the hardship caused 

by the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdowns in India. It also involved strategic 

dissemination of the published reports for community morale building, experience sharing and 

advocacy to ensure that the affected people gained access to resources for immediate survival and 

long-term self-sustenance. 

The training and content-generation phases of the third pilot took place concurrently from May to 

September 2020. All training activities in this period were conducted online. The pilot was extended 

till the end of October 2020. Subsequently, it was extended again till March 2021 with further 

training and content-generation activities. But the COVID-19 pandemic caused long delays and the 

pilot was eventually completed in June 2021 (in the current financial year). 

The full team of the third edition of the programme included seven participants from Assam, 

Odisha and West Bengal (two gay men, two transgender women, one transgender man, one 

genderqueer person, one queer ally) and three resource persons from Kolkata and Mumbai (see 

panel above – graphic credit Pradosh Dash). All the participants were engaged with community 

work around gender, sexuality, public health and human rights to varying degrees. Three identified 
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as queer activists, two as transgender social workers, one as a health worker and community 

organizer, and one as a health worker. 

The participants selected had already participated in a scoping workshop under Varta Trust’s legal 

aid programme held in Kolkata in mid-March 2020. The workshop was conducted to assess the 

feasibility of including a citizen journalism element into the Varta Trust Legal Aid Support Group 

Project in 2020-21 and also extending the project beyond West Bengal to Assam and Odisha. The 

coronavirus pandemic forced a change of plans and the legal aid programme could not be carried 

out as planned. However, a pre-story on the response of the gender and sexual minority 

communities to the pandemic published in Varta webzine in March 2020 (Coronavirus Outreach 

News from „Varta‟) led to the third pilot of the VCR Programme as well as its thematic focus. All 

seven of the participants from the scoping workshop were invited to participate, and all of them 

submitted their CVs and motivation statements for participation. 

The training curriculum was partly similar to the first two pilots, though public health, social security 

and human rights were discussed only as part of other topics. The emphasis was on situational 

assessment training (which included guidance on purposive sampling, data collection through 

semi-structured interviews, data storage, data analysis, communication and ethical issues like 

informed consent and confidentiality); principles of journalism; overview of citizen journalism; 

process documentation; storytelling and story writing tips; professional writing tips; photography 

(mobile phone / digital camera-based); videography (mobile phone-based); and recording podcasts. 

The last two topics were new additions. The situational assessment, the very first activity of the 

third pilot, looked at how the COVID-19 pandemic, lockdowns and Amphan cyclone had affected 

the lives of gender and sexual minorities in Assam, Odisha and West Bengal. Data collected 

through this assessment formed the basis of a large part of the content generation. 

A total of 12 training sessions were conducted, all online or through phone conference calls. 

Overall, the participant attendance rate for the training sessions was around 55-60%. A total of five 

assignments were given to the participants, and each of them attempted at least 60% of the 

assignments. These percentages were lower than the second pilot of the VCR Programme, but the 

lockdown-induced circumstances need to be factored in for the lower rates. On the other hand, 

unlike the first two pilots, there were no trainee drop-outs in the third pilot. 

With regard to content generation, around 20 story ideas were discussed with the participants, of 

which 16 were finalized and published (proposed target of 10-15 stories was met). There were 

eight stories based on the initial situational assessment of the impact of the pandemic and cyclone 

on the lives of gender and sexual minorities in Assam, Odisha and West Bengal, and the response 

of the communities to the challenges. For example, a story on the impact of the cyclone on the 

transgender communities in southern Bengal (Amphan Adds to Social Trauma Caused by 

Coronavirus for Trans Women); another on discrimination faced by transgender persons in West 

Bengal from their families during the pandemic and lockdown (Calling Out „Family Values‟ by 

Sudipa Chakraborty); and one on the impact of the lockdown on the health and well-being of trans 

masculine individuals in Odisha (Trans Masculine Persons in Odisha Respond to Lockdown with 

Resilience). 
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Overall, two of the stories highlighted the interventions managed through the third pilot to provide 

relief to the affected communities (Turning Seven in a World Turned Upside Down? and The 

Gender of Education, Inclusion and Exclusion by Founding Trustee Pawan Dhall, Shivalal Gautam 

and Sudipa Chakraborty). In terms of form, four of the stories were news reports, four written in an 

editorial style, one an interview presented in a Q&A format, and the remaining seven were 

analytical feature stories. Two of the stories were Assam-based, another two Odisha-based, eight 

West Bengal-based, and four were multi-state or not defined geographically. Three of the stories 

(two news reports and one editorial) included podcasts prepared by the participants. 

As mentioned earlier, the third pilot of the VCR Programme also became a medium for Varta Trust 

to undertake and facilitate COVID-19 and Amphan relief provision among the affected communities 

in West Bengal. At least two of the stories were amplified through the mainstream media and word 

of mouth and were instrumental in raising monetary / non-monetary resources for relief work that 

benefitted around 150 transgender individuals. This was the key advocacy impact of the stories – 

full details can be seen in the next section of this report on the relief work undertaken by Varta 

Trust in 2020-21. 

An analytical article titled No Lockdown on Domestic and Community Violence against Queer 

People during Coronavirus Pandemic partially based on the data and stories gathered through the 

third pilot of the VCR Programme was published in a special (2020) edition of the prestigious 

journal Gender, Human Rights and Law. This journal is published by the Centre for Women and 

the Law, National Law School of India University, Bangalore. The special edition was titled The 

Gendered Contagion: Perspectives on Domesitc Violence during COVID-19. The article was 

written by Pawan Dhall with data collection support from the participants of the third pilot and 

inputs from other Varta Trust associates. 

This edition of the programme was supported by CREA, Delhi. Pawan Dhall in his capacity as an 

individual consultant to CREA coordinated the third pilot (being the lead trainer and resource 

person). More details of the third pilot regarding the stories published, their impact, and the training 

and training evaluation processes adopted (a structured evaluation was carried out for the first time 

in the VCR Programme) are available in a separate report. 

Other training activities: As in the year 2019, Varta Trust provided grant writing mentoring 

support for partner agency Amitie’ Trust, Belur (in November 2020). They were guided by Varta 

volunteers Pawan Dhall and Yashita Kandhari in preparing a proposal on promoting access and 

uptake of stigma-free healthcare services for gender and sexual minority populations in the 

Hooghly and Howrah districts of West Bengal. The proposal was to be submitted to Azim Premji 

Foundation, Bangalore. 

On March 2 and 3, 2021, Pawan Dhall spoke as a guest lecturer to the second year students of the 

Jindal Global Law School, O. P. Jindal Global University, Sonipat on the histories of the Indian 

gender and sexual minority movements. He was invited by Diksha Sanyal, Assistant Professor of 

Legal Practice, who offers a course on gender and society at the university. She is also a Varta 

volunteer and contributor to Varta webzine.  
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“I have a small adopted child and during 
the lockdown and because of the Amphan 
cyclone, my work was badly affected. 
Thanks to Varta Trust and KASHISH Arts 
Foundation for the rations and saree” – 
Rozy Kinnar, Barasat. Photo credit: 
Madhuja Nandi 

h) COVID-19 pandemic and Amphan cyclone relief work: 

This was the first time that Varta Trust undertook relief work 

in relation to a public health crisis and natural disaster on a 

large scale. This work was undertaken through four broad 

approaches: 

 Facilitating direct transfer of donations in cash and kind 

(food, clothes and mobile phones for online classes for 

students) by connecting people most in need (gender 

and sexual minorities, PLHIV, women, children and 

migrants – mainly in eastern / north-eastern India) with 

individual and organizational donors (many of them 

members and well-wishers or partners of Varta Trust 

from across India). This also included helping PLHIV 

(and in some cases their children) access antiretroviral 

therapy (ART) and other medicines by connecting them 

to networks of PLHIV in different districts of West 

Bengal. In some cases, efforts were also made to help 

people impacted by loss of livelihood to gain alternate 

sources of income and to help them pay their house 

rent. Two stories published in the Varta webzine 

captured this aspect of our work – Coronavirus 

Outreach News from „Varta‟ (March to June 2020 

issues) and The Gender of Education, Inclusion and 

Exclusion (February 2021 issue). A rough estimate of 

the value of the cash donations facilitated through this 

approach would be around Rs.75,000/-. 

 Raising own organizational resources through donations for providing small work-from-home 

assignments to transgender persons associated with Varta Trust in West Bengal so as to help 

them earn an income when most livelihood options were impacted by the lockdowns to contain 

the COVID-19 pandemic and the Amphan cyclone. Transgender activists Joyita Mondal from 

Islampur, Sukanta Banerjee from Bally, Sudipa Chakraborty from Kolkata, and photographer 

Rith Das from Kolkata were provided research and documentation assignments during the first 

phase of the lockdown in 2020. The total value of such support was around Rs.13,000/-. 

 Raising donations from partner organizations specifically for the distribution of packets of dry 

ration, clothes, sanitizers and surgical masks among transgender community members in West 

Bengal. This approach was executed with support from non-profit organization Kashish Arts 

Foundation, Mumbai which donated Rs.25,000/- in October 2020 (see photograph above) 

photo credit . Every year this foundation organizes the ‘Kashish Mumbai International Queer 

Film Festival’. In 2020, they organized an online version of the film festival and donated part of 

the ticket collection money to five NGOs working with transgender communities on COVID-19 

relief in India. Varta Trust was one of the five, and Trustee Madhuja Nandi led this activity with 

support from new Varta volunteer Mith Mukherjee (both individuals also being transgender). A 

total of 16 transgender individuals (10 transgender women, including several Hijras, and six 
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transgender men) were provided relief in and around Barasat town and Kolkata. Details of the 

support provided are available in a separate report. 

 Using the third pilot of the VCR Programme as a medium for facilitating relief provision among 

the affected communities in different districts of West Bengal. The third pilot aimed to build 

communication, documentation and journalistic skills among gender and sexual minority 

individuals towards reporting on how vulnerable social groups and their allies were responding 

to the hardships caused by the pandemic, lockdown and cyclone. In addition, the pilot aimed to 

strategically disseminate the stories reported to facilitate community morale building, 

experience sharing and advocacy to ensure that the affected people gained access to 

resources for immediate survival and long-term self-sustenance. 

While the first objective was met through the training activities of the pilot and the publishing of 

16 stories in Varta, the second objective was addressed through two major fundraising 

interventions carried out on the basis of some of the stories published. The story Missing in the 

Migrant Story, Silenced in the „Atmanirbharta‟ Clamour by Joyita Mondal and Pawan Dhall 

(published in the May 2020 issue of Varta) was amplified in the Indian Express newspaper 

through a news report titled Stuck in Bihar Village, Transwomen Dancers from Bengal Just 

Want to Get Home on May 28, 2020. This led to Rs.106,000/- being raised by a number of 

NRIs in Canada that facilitated the return of 49 Launda dancers who were stuck in Bihar and 

Uttar Pradesh because of the lockdown to return home in West Bengal. Their return was 

coordinated by Islampur-based NGO Dinajpur Natun Aalo Society in coordination with the 

administration of the Uttar Dinajpur and Dakshin Dinajpur districts. The funds were utilized also 

to run a community kitchen for transgender women in Gangarampur, Dakshin Dinajpur and to 

provide travel support for an HIV positive transgender woman from Gangarampur to Malda to 

access HIV treatment. 

Similarly, the story Amphan Adds to Social Trauma Caused by Coronavirus for Trans Women 

by Sukanta Banerjee (May 2020 issue of Varta) was shared with four individual philanthropists 

from the fields of literature, business and social development work based in Bangalore and 

Kolkata. They were interested in mobilizing and donating funds to support transgender and 

other vulnerable communities in West Bengal impacted by the pandemic and cyclone. These 

individuals contributed around Rs.100,000/- from their personal funds and donations from 

friends and colleagues. The funds were donated to gender and sexual minority support group 

Amitie’ Trust, Belur, which coordinated with other similar groups and activists to provide relief 

to around 100 transgender individuals in several southern districts of West Bengal. These 

individuals were provided dry rations and support for the repair of houses damaged by the 

cyclone. Innovative collaborations were worked out with a number of retail chains, political 

outfits and community-based organizations for the provision of relief. 

Fundraising Update 

We depended only on donations (monthly and one-off) from our Trustees, volunteers and other 

well-wishers. Two individuals became monthly donors, with a promise to continue with the 

donations in financial year 2021-22 as well. A number of new individual and organizational donors 

came forward to support our COVID-19 and Amphan cyclone relief work. Varta Trustees and 
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volunteers also continued to take up social research, training, sensitization and legal aid 

consultancies on an individual contractual basis (as described in the previous sections). No funds 

were granted to Varta Trust from these consultancies. The organization spent small amounts of its 

own funds on the projects related to these consultancies, and benefitted in terms of networking, 

knowledge and skills building, and organizational profile development through the consultancies. 

Activities Planned for 2021-22 

Given the extreme delays caused by the COVID-19 pandemic and associated lockdowns, auditing 

of Varta Trust’s accounts for financial year 2020-21 and annual report writing were also delayed. 

Many of the plans mentioned here had already been implemented by the time this report was 

written or were to be carried over into financial year 2022-23. 

On the organizational development front: 

 Registration of Varta Trust under Section 12AB of the Income Tax Act, 1961 within March 31, 

2022 and subsequent re-registration under Section 80G of the same Act – as per amendments 

announced by the central government in the Union Budget for financial year 2020-21. 

According to these amendments, the registrations acquired from the Income Tax Department 

under Sections 12AA and 80G will now be redundant and fresh registration under Sections 

12AB and 80G will be needed. The registrations will have to be renewed every five years. After 

both registrations have been completed successfully, application for registration under the 

Foreign Contribution (Regulation) Act may be considered. 

 Registration of Varta Trust with the Ministry of Corporate Affairs, Government of India under 

the Corporate Social Responsibility rules – this would enable the organization to receive Indian 

grants and donations from corporate agencies.  

 Renewed attempts to raise funds for investment in a fixed deposit account with our bank (Kotak 

Mahindra Bank). This will help generate a long-term corpus fund for Varta Trust. 

 Setting up an online donation payment channel for Varta Trust on the website (with appropriate 

measures to collect the relevant details of bona fide donors). 

On the programmatic front: 

 Completion of the third pilot of the Varta Community Reporters Training and Citizen Journalism 

Programme as described earlier, and publication of more articles generated through the pilot in 

Varta. Efforts also to be made to move the programme beyond the ‘pilot phase’. 

 Moving towards a formal start of the economic inclusion mentoring forum for gender and sexual 

minorities living in eastern and north-eastern India (as part of our economic inclusion advocacy 

work) – engaging at least one or two part-time staff members for providing career counselling 

and associated guidance for the aspirants approaching the forum; formalizing a panel of 

mentors from different spheres of expertise; sensitizing and developing employer linkages; 

conducting training in soft skills, CV development and other professional skills for the aspirants; 

and raising resources through a crowdfunding campaign for the forum’s operations. 
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 Completion of work on the Hindi version of the online locator on queer-friendly health and legal 

aid service providers, and an addition of a queer-friendly COVID-19 services locator in English 

and other Indian languages. 

 Continuation of activities around awareness generation (online / offline), archival management 

and other research activities, legal aid provision, media sensitization, and COVID-19 pandemic 

related relief work. 

Contact Information 

 Pawan Dhall, Founding Trustee 

 Email: vartablog@gmail.com 

 Website: www.vartagensex.org (earlier www.varta2013.blogspot.in) 

 Facebook page: www.facebook.com/vartapublications 

 Twitter handle: @vartatrust 

 YouTube channel: www.youtube.com/channel/UCY9ylYbnO9efZ7DLhfaVPMg 

 Telegram channel: t.me/vartatrust 

* * * 


