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EDITORIAL TEAM

Policy : Aditya, Aniruddha, Pawan,
Puppeé, Rana, Ranjan, Sanjay.

Editing Pawan, Puppeé, Ranjan,

Proofing ) ° Sanjay, Sanjib.

Layout / artwork : Pawan, Ranjan.

Cowver : Pawan, Ranjan.

Advice :

Safer Sex column : Dr. Sujit Ghosh.

Legal : Sunayna, Udayan.

SUGGESTED CONTRIBUTION

For Naya Pravartak to make it self-
sustaining : Rs. 25. (For copies to be
delivered by post : Rs. 30). Greater
generosity will be more than welcome.

Welcome to Naya Pravartak
and Counsel Club.

Support forums for gay people.
By all people.

Naya Pravartak welcomes suggestions,
reactions, thought-provoking articles
and well-researched feautres from its
readers. Contributions, typed or written
in double space, should be accompanied
by a self-addressed and stamped
envelope to facilitate return of
manuscripts found unsuitable.

2. : Naya Pravartak, C/o Ranjan, Post
Bag No. 794, Calcutta 700 017, India.

The views expressed in the following
pages do not necessarily reflect the
agenda of Naya Pravartak or Counsel
Club, being the point of view of the
authors.

Credit mandatory to Naya Pravartak for
reproducing any material published in
it. Where applicable, original source
should also be credited. Listings on the
Networking pages cannot be reproduced
without the advertiser's permission.

Naya Pravartak is also available as part of the Counsel Club membership package.
For an annual charge of Rs. 200/$ 10 (cash/cheque/DD) you will be entitled to :
Four issues of Naya Pravartak; listings in the Networking section in Naya Pravartak;
access to material from Counsel Club’s archives; and counselling help (free or
subsidised for students and those who can't afford to pay; those earning will be
requested to pay in full). For membership form write to: Counsel Club, Cl/o Ranjan,

Post Bag No. 794, Calcutta 700 017, India.

@ Those wishing to subscribe to Naya Pravartak without Counsel Club membership
can pay Rs. 100/$ 5 for four issues (cash/cheque/DD). For receiving copies by
post, please pay Rs 120. No subscription form need be filled up, but please remember

to write your name and address where you would like to receive Naya Pravartak.

@ All cheques/DDs to be crossed account payee, made payable to Counsel Club.
For out-station cheques please add Rs. 10 extra towards bank charge for cheque

collection.

Limited number of copies of Naya Pravartak may also be obtained through :
Seagull Bookstore, 31A . P. Mookerjee Road, Calcutta 700 025; and People Tree, 8
Regal Building, Parliament Street, New Delhi 110 001

Typesetting : Counsel Club (English); A4, Calcutta (Bengali, Hind1).
Printing : Reliable Screen Printers, Calcutta.
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LETTERS

Enough of male bias

| AM writing this to impress upon a

point which strikes my mind very of-

ten. Don’t you feel that we are some-

what chauvinistic and partial as we are

practically keeping aside the other op-

pressed minority - the lesbians?
WHENEVER I go through your issues,

I find most of the topics or articles be-

ing male dominated (contributed
mostly by gay men or bisexual men).
Only on rare occasions do | find lesbi-
ans getting the scope to make an im-
pression.

~ Subhasish, Calcutta

Editor : Full marks to you Subhasish
for your observation. But to set the
record straight, women'’s participation
(irrespective of sexual orientation) has

always played an important role in
both Naya Pravartak and Counsel
Club, even if it has most of the time
been behind the scenes.

THUS we would like to assure you and
all our lesbian, bisexual and other
women readers that the male bias re-
flected in Naya Pravartak is not by
design. It is true that we have not al-
ways gone out of our way to access
rnatenal related to lesbian and bi-

sexual women's issues. But the reason arhlhlql'l'li‘lﬂ‘
for that lies in the limited time and re- Coming tog isprogress; |
: Keeping together ikt
sources we have to make do with. The Working is success. |
fact is that these limitations have pre- toge ﬂ_ll F ﬂd ll‘ :
vented us from writing about several g
4 NAYA PRAVARTAK AUG ‘97-MAY 98 *"

general interest and gay and bisexual
men'’s issues as well. All said and
done, we are still quite dependent on
contributions from our readers.

LESBIAN/BISEXUAL women read-
ers, are you all paying attention? Do
at least some of you remember the
promises you made? We are waiting!

Thanks for an eye-opener

THE last issue contained valuable
matter like the Network East confer-
ence report. This was an eye-opener
in more ways than one.

THE point about growth pains was
well made. A small group, especially
the core group, shares common con-
cerns and probably is more unified.
When others join, the question of
“honesty of purpose” does become
important.

PERISCOPE did give a lot of consola-
tion to us in Aasra, because several
e o cling the whol g Bl

of calling the w

R = — Frank, Patna
Editor : It is heartening to know that
our words muld console you all. But
weared g on you just as much.
So do keep up with the good work.
(Aasra is a Patna-based gay support
group formed in 1997).

BOTTOMLINE

WHATS INSIDE

COVER FEATURE (Pg. 7) : WHICH WAY HOME
“Sunset or siinrise?” by (Pg. 28) :"To marry or not to
Sanjay. An insight into what marry” is the question.
gay people have to say about HUMOUR (Pg. 34) : Jhintu
the pros and cons of gaining and Shintu are back | With
in years. tips (in Bengali) for those
FICTION (Pg. 11) : “In who want to master
pursuit of I!-;FI'-'IEH' by r.—_—-qE;“ art of choomban.
Pawan. Everybody wan RESSION of love
happiness. But for some, (Pg. 36) : “Bhalobas:,
the pursuit of happin lubl:n"ij anlm
lies off the beaten track.

ANALYSIS (Pg. 18) :
“Shocking facts about
myths”. Two articles on
psychiatry’s dark secret -
~ the use of aversion
therapy as a “cure” for X
homosexuality!

OTICE BOARD .
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU!
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TOUS!T
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ¢C111.

On August 15, Mm«um
fivel A time for cele
joining hands for a *

mw&mm

Club is ;‘:Ilnmnﬁ to rganise a

r------—'—h—-1 e b r 1 Mtk
[ AVAILABLES Sy biibdeg “mm fieods,
| Copies of the Counsel Club |

| Employment Scheme final |
| draft. Only to current membersof |
I the group. Send cash or postage:|
| stamps worth Rs.10 for postal |
| expenses to Céunsel Club. |
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TEEN MATTERS

Seasons of loneliness

e all feel lonely sometime or
the other in life. Loneliness,
I feel, is a fact of life. Some

people feel lonely even when they are
among a lot of people, while others are
perfectly happy being on their own. Is
loneliness related to the heart? To the
mind? Is it related to one’s sexuality?

A couple of months ago, one of my
good friends lost his mental balance
and committed suicide. He left a note
which said : “Ultimate escape from
loneliness”. He was 46 years old.

This friend of mine was gay like me.
I often think about him and have tried
to understand the cause behind his
lonely feelings. Sometimes he would
share his problems with me. I think he
had started feeling frustrated. He was
aging and he realised that. He had
never had a steady partner. May be he
would not have committed suicide if
he had a nice partner.

The fact is that loneliness can't be
wished away easily. We can’t over-
come it with booze, through work or
even sex. And to us gay people it is
like a “close friend”. We are always
looking for peace of mind and love and
affection. Buteven if we get them, they
don’t seem to last long enough.

We seem to be drifting. Drifting
from our individuality because we
can’t wait. We are too tired of waiting
because it is so frustrating. Of course,
there are some who get rewarded
handsomely for their patience. They

are the really lucky ones!

'~ Puppeé

Loneliness makes a person insecure.
And when he can’t get away from it,
when he can’t wait for the right per-
son to come along, it is quite possible
that he will try and commit suicide.

So what is the solution? Especially
in the context of old age for gay people.
Must they die unattended, uncared for
~ through sheer loneliness? Would it
be better if they were to spend their
last days in an old age home? Would
they be happy there?

That brings me to the question
whether there should be an old age
home specifically for gay people. In
such a place they would at least be able
to get the company of people in the
same age group as theirs. They would
be able to share their memories of the
past with each other.

It may be that I am sounding very
foolish, talking about a gay old age
home in a country where gay people
are abused, humiliated and looked
down upon. But whether the answer
to the problem of loneliness for old gay
people lies in an old age home or else-
where, I am hopeful that the future
will bring with it more possibilities,
more options. For all gay people.

Just as clouds cannot cover the sun
all the time, seasons of loneliness will
not last forever. Let's work together to
ensure that!

The author, one of the youngest
members of Counsel Club, loves to
write, talk, watch TV and cook.
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COVER FEATURE

Sunset or

sunrise ?

Being old is bad enough for many people. Being old and gay ;.
should be worse. But is it always? Sanjay finds out that
one (gay) person’s sunset can be another's sunrise!

ke any era in history, any soci-

ety or any culture - old age has

almost always been considered

a curse for the person living it. And

this holds good in the context of any

sexual orientation - including
homosexuality.

Somehow the positive aspects of
gaining in years are all too easily for-
gotten. The experience, maturity and
sense of order that an older person
contributes towards society, all seem
to escape attention.

Then again, moving towards old age
has its own share of problems. “A man
is as old as he feels” is fine for a quo-
tation in a well-written piece but prac-
tical realities are very different. And
the ordeal, if one were to call it that,
doubles if the person is gay.

Perhaps the harshest reality for an
ageing gay person is his or her loneli-
ness — both physical and mental.
Pushed out of the so called “main-
stream of society” because of non-ac-
ceptance of his or her sexual orienta-
tion, and exiled to the “periphery” of
the immediate family circle because of
a general antipathy towards old age
and old people - the rmﬂnntm :
experienced by the person can "
overwhelming. The lack of network-
ing opportunities makes the unh{im &

After a c:rtlinhigu, wery ?Didhtl ':=:f. e

a void better than the lack of parental

or family support. A close second, if =
not at par, would be the absence ofa =
suitable partner or lover. Basichuman

needs is the yearning for warmthand

love and the desire to share one’s
thoughts, feelings and physical needs.
unified gay community comes
Given the current scenario, an un
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have no parental (moral) support be-
cause of his or her decision to stay
single, no steady relationship and no
children to at least emotionally de-
pend upon. With more and more gay
people opting not to marry, the need
for a stmnger community feehng to
sustain one’s faith in one’s rightful
place on earth has become stronger.

The mindless over-emphasis on
“good looks”, “great body” and
“fast sex” in most gay circles often
spells doom and depression for the
ageing lot. Rajan*, a close friend in his
late 40s, feels like a second class citi-
zen in the gay circle he is part of. Dur-
ing his “prime days” he has had his
share of “hot pursuits” and “one-night
stands”. But today he realises the need
for a reliable and lasting friendship.
His wrinkles on the increase, his near
total grey hair and his nagging health
problems have left him out in the cold.

Are things as dark and gloomy for
all old gay people? Fortunately, there
are people who have found fulfilment,
never mind the grey hair and thousand
and one body aches! Though one is
tempted to call them the lucky ones,
that would not be giving due credit to
their sprightly spirit which encourages
one to never say die.

Hem, at 50, has come a long way
since his school days when he used to
love “oggling at the male anatomy”.
He had his first sexual experience at

16 and has had sex regularly since 21.
However, there did come an age when
he felt he wanted to “settle down”. His
first gay relationship did not work out
too well and it was through the pen

8
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smooth balance between his married
life and his gay encounters.

Contrary to what one might believe,
both Hem and Ashutosh strike a posi-
tive note when asked what they feel
about being on the “wrong side of 40"
Ashutosh does feel his sexual drive
ebbing. On the other hand, he feels his
emotions are much more contrfflled
now than ever before,

the desired nature of a relation-

ship, Hem feels a strong need for

a monogamous relationship. The
sense of security such a relationship
imparts being an important consider-
ation for him. However, his idea of
monogamy is more “mental” than
“physical”. He feels that fidelity and
monogamy have nothing to do with
each other. A “little playing around”
only “adds spice” to life, he says!
Ashutosh, on the other hand, feels that
“playing around” can lead to a lot of
dd&rﬂtt of opinion in a relationship.
One may pause to wonder whethér
secudly' “monogamy” (of any va-
riety) and “fidelity” aren’t words
which should be important for

younger gay people as well. Why are

they generally seen to be associated -

with an age beyond 40 only?

Interestingly, Hem feels th-t. |
whereas he prefers “a mature m Sl
of 25 to 30" for a steady relation ,T:I.._:‘-‘. .

he does not mind sexual relations with B b

Quotable quotes

® My idea of old age : Never
say die ! And my idea of old
looks : Never say dye ! | (A gay
member of Counsel Club, age 30).
® [ plan to be happily occupied
with creative work, friends
(whatever be their sexual ori-
entation) and exploring the
world. I don’t feel threatened
by the fact that I will be old one
day. Being gay makes no dif-
ference to me. (Ramjan, Counsel
Club member, age 25).

® Maybe I'll be like Chatak
pakhi in old age. (Aniruddha,
Counsel Club member, age 32).

® | feel it’s important to be in-
dependent at any age. I’ll be
planning for the future, irre-
spective of whether I have a
partner or not. (Sanjib, Counsel
Club member, age 25).

“mil::;fmuumﬂmm-m
ortable with guys younger
than him, though not “too young”.
Age then does have a bearing on the
choice of a partner. Hem and Ashutosh

&Emuhresprefunddde:mm tween ©

they were between 18 and 20 !

ebb after a certain age, many
men beyond lﬂvthﬂ'ultﬂy to .
the word 'ﬂﬁ'mlw&gm

ive sense. They argue that age adds

so much that is positive in terms of m ~
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sexual '-"‘ ja
Tﬂuﬁl &It -uIF m h' &‘q .-. : .. ._ rl.‘- :I.I. ki .
g Hr T’ﬂ“ﬁ: .:- r' .'-'. |
mﬂ;hfh* ..1..-...-:" toy d
"T-kﬂ&m Jp "'-hﬁ IJ-

.“ .q.?i.l:'-T'“rP J'I‘q"fﬁ{-! W

|._1\_r_l-

maturity and g. And the
zest to live need mmm#
sire to appear attractive in  of
age is evidence of this.

Just as they strive to keep their
minds fresh and young, Hem and
Ashutosh pay attention towards keep-
ing themselves physically fit as well.
MHMIHMWM.
feel that this is

They reason that at any .np

mnnndﬂulumtnhnlﬂlmﬁ-
How else will he make others feel

good? A person, if he of she has poor
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