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To provide all informationm related to homoseaxuality,

from India and abroad. THE TERM HOMOSEXUALITY 1S TO
BE UNDERSTOOD TO 1MPLY HOMOSEXUALITY IN ALL ITS VARIED
HUES 4.8. HOMOSEXUALITY AS ASSOCTIATED WITH GAYS . WITH

LESBIANS, AND WITH BISEXUALS.
Te put Farth all issues related to homosexuality and

tharaby to provide a forum for debate an thess issues.
To provide homosexuals an oppurtunity to express
their fealings and perceptions related to their own
aoxuality.

To anable the homosexuals of Calcutta to participate
in the worlduide affort to help homosexuality gaim

tha attention and respect dua to it.
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HELLDO / While PRAVARTAK seesks to serve the homosexuals =

gays, lesbians and bisexuals - it also aims to be read

by those who are not homosexuals but are interested in oY ove

anffacted by homosexuality in one way or the pthar.
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“*“_@L\C}'TE: Prejudice is a despotic, ignorant, mental

AT

Slaveholder. It pre judges and pronounces sentences with-
out evidence, judge aor Jury. We ought to run away From .:I.‘.t_..'
for it is a falese witness, stupid, dishonest and short=

L

!!ght.d‘ I% saphratas rri'nd" _1‘p.d:“ human progress,

ba*riends bad institutions, ﬂhltﬂl:t'. gaod ﬁlul-“.';.' P

tha beat interests gFf n-nhind.,-
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PRAVARTAK is yet another #ffort Ffrom E-lwiﬁ,_- Lt

Dear Readers,

to help homosexuality gain the acceptancs it deservess in

i
=

everybody's mind, jrrespective of his or her lll‘l.llli‘héa' ..

Today, homosexuality is not just a name for a saxuslity

nthar than heterosexuality, often spoken ;!thnurt in hushed '
tones. 1t is slso an issues- a matter of importance to be
resglved .- in a sense in which heterosexvality never was. -
It is an issus because of the wholly Gnjustified stigma
attached to being 2 homosexual, causing a largs section of
humanity to live less than contented lives.

Today, one also witnesses a struggle to wipa off this .
stigma - ®m black mark-stamped on nature's own creations,
out of prejudices and ignorance. PRAVARTAK { the word msan—
ing ™ PROMOTER OF A CAUOSE * ) seeks to promote or ::ntllm

this struggle.

THE mMISSING ZEAL i1t remains to be seen whether PRAVARTAK

will succeed in its mission or not. Tts bizth is in = way

a protest sgainst the Calcutta's homossxual :n“llt’j"’i ﬁl; il
apathy towards itself. En:rlilr attespts to start th‘!ﬂ”" '{i’:
nr:l.‘::al were not very sarious. But the recent -hrm UI;FTE:‘
faced by the Fun Club - on® man's efforts to do Someth “-h:::*’;i“}._

faor the city's homosexuals - hzve compalled PRAVARTAK'S b
even if somewhat sudden. While the Test of thes ﬂirtg.'_l:::
ahead on the issuve of homosexual ity, what ase we ,CT -
homosexuals doing about it ¥ g =
It is unfortunate that PRAVARTAK h“imjt.h- i L
note vis a vis Calcutta's homosexual l:_lllﬁ. %
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raonn Arps - \WATCH

1 Hotel mt Manhatan, attended
by abour 1,100 people ]
¥ iNew York Times)

AIDS ads

New York: Ads Against ATDS,
i il-rE.'!I:I:I"iI.IIi.I:H:I conducting
the advertising
firsr naonal educational
caompalgn againse thar dis-
eace, last week presented 14
awards 1o anu-AIDS advert-
ging The winners—~{ive televi.
sion commercials, bive pring
adveriisemenis and Four
radin commercals—wers
selecred from more than 1,000
advertiisements in a Ccontest
spongored by the organita-
tion. The ecreators of the
advertisements were honowr-
ed at the Mariott Marguis

indusiry’s |
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Glaxo
How you can safeguard yourself against AIDS

Pe DE|I of all communities, age and sex can be affected by the Al DFS wirues
{HIY), A pereon who is once infiected. will mmain infected for life.
Al DS Acquired Immune Delicsency Syndrome) i caused by a virus called
HIN I Human | mmunodeliceney Vinad), The viris sitacks and destmys the
cells of the body's immune system, and Uhe body 18 unable to fight diseases,
which ubtimately leads to desth. Until a drug or vaccing is found o fight the
AIDS wirus prevention is the ok cure,
Symptoms
Dwring the earlier stages of HIY infection, the symptoms are vague and
often similar to those of common ailments. Some of the symploms ane
fever imome tham 3 weeks duration), loss of weight (more than 10% of
ariginal weighth, skin rash and diarrhioea (more than 3 weeks duration).
ALDS fs the end-stage of the HI'V infeciion. |t con take many o rench
this stage. The infeclion at any stage can by passed on to
Prevention
The AIDSE vires | HI'V) can be spread in three ways,
1. Sexusl intercourse (homosexeal or heterose xual)
# Avodd sexual intercourse with multiple pariners, infected pariners
and prostitutes. The proper use of condoms is necessary.
2. Blood or Mesd products
#® Hlood should be tested for H1V antibodies before being used for
Lranshusions.
# MNeedbes and other skin-piercing instruments should be sterilised
before use. [t is best bo insist on disposable needles and syringes.

® An HIY carrer shouwld not donate Blood or share toothbrnushes,
razor blades and nesdbes.

3. From infected mother to baby, cither belore, during or after birth

The AIDS wirus does NOT through casual coniset like shaldng hands,
towching and dioes it spresd Nesond, wadar, SnvEing.

Monkey business

i Londan (DFPA): Experiments
linwolving the injection of
fthuman beings with monkey

: TI11 :Jl:ltli:lula.-'d'l' |||||||1i may
hawe led 1o the first-ever out-

break of ATDS, a British scien- |
[fust says. Thirty-lour persons

|were injected with the blood
vaf 17 chimpanzees as part of
"the search o find a vaccine
pagiinst malaria, During the
‘experiments  {rom 19200 w0
1 1960 anather 33 patients were
LEiven the blowed of people who
hisid  theselves received chim-
j panzes:  bload, the scientisi
r:-uld

There is mo need to fear and shun persons who are infected with the Al DS
virug. They need alot of Tender Iﬁﬂnl Care | TLC) to help them live oul
their life with courage and dignity,

1ot Decemberr is observed every year aa World Al DS Day

You can avasl of our & ¥V ions (slide-tape and YHS formafid in
English, Hindi, Maraths Gajarati to promofe good Bealth,

For b fres pamphiel “Vewr Coids to Cood Health™ write io the

P.A. Depariment, Claso India Limited, Dr. 5.5, losd, Werli, Bambay 200 025

Glaxo —a concern for health
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k% w%® Readers Write: Send in wour

e —

Clipping from:
The Teceararn 41221

wnnE IN THE NEWT TSSUE:
PRAVARTRK lopks forward

to bringing forth to

i

news and articles. Just
wait for the ABVA story,

a ticklish, binkish

.

puzzle

suggestions, cummnnt‘:. articles,
bouguets and I:rr.i:k.-hgtn to 2
Pawan Dhall, 79/13 A, Palm
Avenus, Calcutta - 700 M9,

Do write soon f"

you 8 whole lot of exciting AR SERE SRRk ERER Rave aash ana

A ’PEAD ABOUT

Maeie Jonnson cu\c‘« |

and more news on the AIDS

fronte.

Frepore Mereury in
hue S%uess . o
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AT The Britrsn Coumers L1BRARY .

T e P

1). 1n Search Of Love And Beamuty = Ruth Prewer Jhabvala.

2), My Beautiful Laundrette and The Rainbow Sign » ( In
play seript form ) - Hanif Kureishi.

3). The Corridor = Raobin Maugham.

4), Coming To Terms - Robert Montagu.
HH EE AW #E AR BRR EE ER &4 KR &8 &R

e A 2187 of somE Cay Ano ZesszAn Grours.
INDIAGSG -

1), Bambay Dost 3 105 VYeena Beena Shopping Centre, opp.
Bandra Station, Hlnd:l(“'t!‘.ﬂﬂbl’ - _' k

a4D0 DS0. &
2). Sakhi s P.0. Box 70324 Srinivas Puri, New Delhi =
110 065.
3). Garden City Club 3 c/o S. Baranidharan, E59 Indian

Inastitute of Science, Bangalore-=

560 D12,

4), Friends-Indie 3 /o Shivendra, A-2 Indira Nagar,
Lucknow - 226 D16. :
ABRODADE: = 'j‘.l

"1). Trikone 3 P.0. Box 21354, San Jose, Califarnia 95151
Us Sa As o

" 2). Shakti 1 8M Box 3167, Laondon WCIN 3XX, U
#n AR kE EEW RE KR R EE R RE AR Ww :
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* LOVE BETWEEN TWO MEN CANNOT BE LIFE-LDNG. *

two humans, let alone two men, is a nuth r=”
® Readers i tqﬂulrttﬂ tn I send inat ir 2
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When A. Kumar started Fun Club in Decamber, 1990, hirhul
high hopes of making it an institution of sorts, with which
Calcutta's homosexuals would readily identify. For some time
things were rosy. Heving 75 members or so, sven on the regis- H
ter,uas no mean feat. A. Kumar not enly spent lavishly to 2

maintain the club, he took considersble risk in allowing the i)

|
club premises to be used as am alternative to other riskier % : i‘v
!*. i
méeting apots, such as parks and public toilets, '1,;:?; 8
Thers were, houever serious flaws in the whole wventure. ,F, i b !;
o TS
/ Ehl

Ay, Kumer was too lenient in collecting Subscriptions from

the members ., Ha relijed ton much on credit, even while
arganising '"pink evenings'. All in good faith, but it was

basically wam a case of poor economics. And to rub it in,
sgme members who regularly used the place, were calling it
'filthy' and a 'whorshouse', behind A, Kumar's hld:_f

Mot surprisingly, A, Kumar is gquite disillusioned today.
All that is needad; is a change in attitude. The day Fun E.’l.ﬂ;i

q-;._...

o3

bacomes 'everybody's club' from 'A. Kumar's slub', things o '. 3

shguld be better. Are Calcutta's honosexuals listening 1‘ ;; 1
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hnhﬂhrhmn'ﬁﬁ campaign
| “ +
| for impiroving the status of homo-
sxuile in [ndia by submitting &
charter of 16 demands to the peti-
ticns commities of Parliament.
‘The groug, which has been war.
king on AIDSrelated issues for
Ahe. past three years in Delhi's
red 1 area, wanls immediate
decriminalisation of sodomy by
repealing Section 377 of the Indi-
an Penal 'Cnrfin. legalisation of
S 58X MAFCIAgEs, SETOINE up a
commission for documenti
human rights violations aroun
alivy and reformation
of the police policy for ending
instimutionalised harassment of
gay people,

lea to legalise ‘gay’ ma

d women belanging

have documented real-life expe-
rience of homosexunl men and
sirata and region Jﬁu int
: 3 ol
!higumwtuthhm'Luuﬂ:ﬁ

h citivens group has stated

that one of their primary motives

in publishing the report was
expose the lie thar homosexuali-
ty does not exist in India. Not
only do homosesuls exist, their
situation is  guite  unhappy
because the m-:-’I:H did not per.
mit them to re thair sexial
preference.

The report says some of them
end up in hetrosexual marriages
I.E,II.TM [b!it';:nu:;mu r_nrfm
ol expoding ves to their
families and society, Others who
musier up Sourage to come owt in
the open and declare themsalves
as  married  couples  are

tion and then transported to a
railway station late ot night with  tag
instructions not to return to the

barracks ever. F

However, some homosexuals
are lucky to have parents whao
accept their sexual preference.
In the report, 8 South Delhi resi-
dent recounted that her inftial
reaction when told about her
ﬂi’;lhmnl:ulﬂh' was .'h.f
bl Ppen to my bamgles
But, gradually Jfﬂ&nm to
accept the fact and even told hier
relatives that her son was gay.

While her son is mow worried

The demands are based upon ostracised.
conchesions drawn by a group of Asan example, the rt cipes
seven voluntary workers who the well-known story of two pali-
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past week, A gloomy 7
: v ta. &
| been easy on the

[prome 2est mighe._po| Be G

In the next issuys :=
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Details of

the ABVA report .
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Atlast, a break in
the cloudy sky, Grey
sk ies in November se-
em out of place. Im
Calcutta's climate
changing 7 Within a

few days, soma matear=-
eologist would pen m
coluan in a daily,
explaining this absu»
ity of the heavens,

Varun smilad at the

direction of his thou=

ghts. The break in
the sky symbolised a

breask far him tnq.lhn,

whizh he had uaited
for eagerly. For the

days. Today was jﬂl.
day to swils once

GAY Kananz: “Tears o Joy . T

again. Boy, would
he smile f He gr=-
inned at himsalf

in the mirrar. He
broke Into laugh-
ter. Inewvitable,

he thought. He
felt much too ha=
Ppy to stop At &
smile., In tuo ye=
arz of friendship
with Romash, there

nevar had been a
gap of 7 days of

not seeing each
other,

How would he
start it with

‘Bomesh ? 1t had

3
. A
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SO WHAT NAPPENS EHGRE
| L gy

NEXT ? Will Varun TR

emila 7 Read the I.:.“

next issue with-
out fail to find

%
£ : iy
b

But.
=
"iii“‘li‘li*l.l

WATTENTION Readem / |
—_— L] 3
Let your creative

Juices flow { no

and give PRAVARTAK ;

=

the privilage to




